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September 14, 2007
Autumn Specials
(North Freedom, Wisconsin) — October in Wisconsin brings to mind bountiful harvests amidst rich autumn colors. At the Mid-Continent Railway Museum in North Freedom October lends its special beauty to the museum’s rich bounty of activity during its two autumn special events. 

It all starts with the museum’s 33rd annual Autumn ColorTM weekends, October 5-7 and 12-14. “Our standard coach service expands during these two weekends to include first class and dinner service as well,” says Don Meyer, Mid-Continent’s manager. “Whether you just want to enjoy the scenery from the view of a commuter coach or be waited on in the comfort of a private car, there is something here to capture your interest.”

This popular event is followed by the Pumpkin SpecialTM October 20-21, now in its fifth year. Meyer explains that “The Pumpkin SpecialTM has emerged as one of our busiest weekends.” It is especially popular with young families as museum guests take the train to the pumpkin harvest at the end of the line and return with a candidate ripe for transformation into a friendly jack-o-lantern, or pumpkin pie for that matter.

Dinner service has also been added to the Saturday night of the Pumpkin SpecialTM. “Our dinner service gets rave reviews,” Meyer says. That is due in large part to the elegant menu prepared for the museum’s patrons by Elite Catering of Baraboo. This year’s dinner begins with a soup described as cream of vegetable “Bouquetiere” followed by a classic Caesar salad. Dinner guests then have their choice between four sumptuous entrees: Roast Prime Loin of Beef Au Jus, Braised Rock Cornish Game Hen, Stuffed Filet of Sole, or Broiler Vegetable Platter with Rice Timbale. And to top it off dessert, goes by the enticing name of Death By Chocolate. 

Museum volunteers and staff alike take great pride in keeping the memory of rail travel alive. Each ride takes place on board authentic coaches, built in an era when the nation moved by rail. The train’s leisurely pace through the farm country of rural Sauk County is evocative of this by-gone era. 

Supplementing the museum’s programs during the Autumn ColorTM weekends will be food service provided by students from the Baraboo High School French and Spanish Clubs. All proceeds from the sale of their baked goods and other food items will go to benefit these two academic programs.

Also on hand will be local vendors offering specialty items such as apples, cider, pies and doughnuts from Maple Hill Orchard; honey and maple syrup from Nancy’s Naturals; and hand-painted bird houses and gourds from Pine Creek Gardens.

For the Pumpkin SpecialTM, passengers will be able to purchase pumpkins and gourds during the train’s layover at the end of the line at Quartzite Lake, courtesy of Keding Farms. Pumpkin prices range from $1 to $5 based on size; gourds are $.25 each; face-painted pumpkins are $3 - $4; and small, hand-decorated pumpkins will sell for $2. “Our guests are always surprised at the low cost of the pumpkins and gourds,” Meyer states. “And in that vein our motto for this event has always been Pumpkins ride free.”  

Autumn ColorTM Coach Service

Friday, October 5 & 12: 11:30am, 1:00 and 2:30pm.

Saturday/Sunday, October 6-7, 13-14: 10:00 and 11:30am, 1:00, 2:30 and 4:00pm.

Fares: $12 Adult; $7 Child (ages 3-12); 2 and under ride free.

Autumn ColorTM First-Class Service

Saturday/Sunday, October 6-7, 13-14: 11:30am and 1:00, and 2:30pm.

Fare: $30 per person regardless of age.

Autumn ColorTM Dinner Service

Friday/Saturday, October 5-6, and 12-13 6:30pm.

Fare: $80 per person.

Pumpkin SpecialTM Coach Service

Saturday/Sunday, October 20-21: 10:30am and 12:30, 2:00 and 3:30pm.

Fares: $12 Adult; $7 Child (ages 3-12); 2 and under ride free.

Pumpkin SpecialTM Dinner Service

Saturday, October 20: 6:30pm.

Fare: $80 per person.

The Mid-Continent Railway Museum in North Freedom is an easy drive from both Madison and the Wisconsin Dells. Train fares include admission to the grounds, where guests may see the museum’s award winning coach restorations on display along with other exhibits on railroad history. 

From Baraboo, take Highway 136 west five miles to Highway PF and turn left. Then two miles further to the west side of the village of North Freedom. 

Parking is free. The museum’s gift shop is located in the depot.

Reservations are highly recommended and may be made by calling 1-800-930-1385.
The Mid-Continent Railway Historical Society, Inc. is a private, not-for-profit corporation founded in 1959 to preserve the Golden Age of railroad history of the upper Midwest.  Membership is open to anyone interested in supporting this mission.
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High-resolution photos for publication may be downloaded from this link:

http://www.midcontinent.org/press/ press_autumn_color.html
