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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Mid-Continent Completes Work on Decorative 1888 Wooden Rail Car

Media Preview Day October 1; Public Gets a Peek This Fall    

NORTH FREEDOM, Wis. (September 12, 2002) – Following two years of painstaking

research and meticulous craftsmanship, Mid-Continent Railway Museum is rolling out its latest masterpiece -- a newly restored 1888 wooden rail car that features highly decorative interior designs and represents a significant piece of art history.  In its heyday, Coach #63 carried passengers from Milwaukee to Ashland on the Milwaukee, Lake Shore & Western Railway.  

“The restoration of Coach #63 is our most-ambitious project ever, and it’s a great sense of accomplishment to finally see what just two years ago we could only imagine,” said Don Ginter, curator at Mid-Continent Railway Museum. 

A formal grand celebration of Coach #63 is planned for next spring when the car officially opens to the public as part of the museum’s collection.  But to mark the culmination of their work now, the museum is hosting a media preview of the restored Coach #63 from

1 to 3 p.m. October 1 at Mid-Continent Railway Museum located just west of Baraboo in North Freedom.  (Rain date: October 2 from 1 - 3 p.m.). 

-more-

The historic car will be rolled out of the Car Shop at Mid-Continent and be on display for media to walk through and to take photos or video of the interior and exterior of the car.  Ginter and Glenn Guerra, a rail car restoration specialist who managed the project, along with some of the subcontractors who worked on the car (see attached list), will be available for interviews.


In addition, the public will get a sneak peek at the completed Coach #63 during Mid-Continent’s annual Autumn Color Weekends.  Visitors, who come to ride the fall color trains the weekends of October 4-6 and 11-13, can also take a walk through Coach #63, which will be available for viewing in the Car Shop.  

Coach #63 is the last known surviving coach of the Milwaukee, Lake Shore & Western Railway. The one-of-a-kind car is also unique because of its artistically significant interior design. The original interior featured hand-carved ornamentation, stenciled patterns and brass accessories and is considered an early example of the Art Nouveau style of decorative arts.  Its designer was Edward Colonna, who went on to Paris to become a pioneer in Art Nouveau, a movement that influenced architecture, painting, furniture and other design work for two decades.      

The project also represents the first time Mid-Continent has hired professional restorers to do the work instead of relying on volunteer efforts.  This significantly accelerated completion of the project.   

“From the beginning, this project was like an archeological dig,” said Glenn Guerra, of Guerra Museum Services, Inc.  “We spent many months researching and documenting information before even a single tool was put into play. Now, you walk inside Coach #63 and it’s truly like stepping back in time.” 

-more-

Coach #63 was donated to Mid-Continent in 1970 after sitting outside for decades at a railroad produce yard in Chicago.  It was in very poor condition from exposure to the elements.  Its restoration was made possible by a $175,000 challenge grant from the Jeffris Family Foundation of Janesville.  Mid-Continent members matched that amount in the organization’s single largest fundraising effort ever bringing the project’s total price tag to $350,000. 

Guerra worked with specialized subcontractors in Wisconsin and beyond to return Coach #63 to its turn-of-the-century splendor. Everything from polished cherry wood and hand-stenciled veneer panels to mohair upholstery and brass hardware had to be recreated along the way. 

“This newly restored Coach #63 represents a significant accomplishment for Mid-Continent,” said Ginter.  “It is the only purely Wisconsin car in our collection having run only on rail lines in this state and it has great international art significance showcasing the creative genius of interior designer Edward Colonna.”  


Mid-Continent Railway Museum is a nonprofit, educational corporation established in 1959 to preserve and interpret the railroad legacy for the educational benefit of the public.  Regularly scheduled train rides run weekends through October 20 with special fall color and winter tours offered as well. For more information about tour times and ticket prices, please call 1-800-930-1385 or (608) 522-4261; e-mail the museum at inquiries@midcontinent.org; or visit www.midcontinent.org.   
# # #

Directions to Mid-Continent Railway Museum: From the intersections of Highways 12, 33and 136 in West Baraboo, turn west on Highway 136.  Turn south on County PF to North Freedom.  Mid-Continent is one-half mile west of the four-way stop in North Freedom. 

Media Note: The depot will serve as a reception/press center, with light refreshments offered.
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