MILWAUKEE, LAKE SHORE & WESTERN RY.PRIVATE 

Coach #63 

Proposal Summary


The Mid-Continent Railway Historical Society, a non-profit organization, owns and operates a railroad museum at North Freedom, Wisconsin.  Part of the museum's mission is to preserve significant rolling stock from the 1885-1915 era representative of the equipment used in the upper midwest sector of the United States.  Among its collection, the museum owns a passenger coach built in 1888 for the Milwaukee, Lake Shore & Western Railway by the Barney & Smith Manufacturing Co. of Dayton, Ohio.  It is the museum's intent to restore this coach and requests funding assistance from the Jeffris Family Foundation.  This funding proposal is being submitted to outline the restoration plans and establish a budget estimate for the project.


MLS&W coach #63 provides a thematic presence today to a long-gone Wisconsin railroad.  It was built by a predominant car company of the period for an early Wisconsin railroad that helped open the northern section of the state for settlement and industrial development.  However, it is of greater significance to the general art world as the only known surviving example of Edward Colonna's interior car design work.


While employed by Barney & Smith, Colonna developed his proto-Art Nouveau designs. These came to full fruition during his later years in Paris where he became an internationally recognized designer of high Art Nouveau furniture, jewelry and glassware.  Coach #63 features rare examples of Colonna's interior design details.  Much of the Colonna inspired woodwork and ornamentation was located on the window columns, bulkheads and doorway panels.  The oak veneer ceiling and headlining panels featured stenciled patterns that were inspired by Colonna.  The Colonna details are most imposing when the coach is restored to the 1888-1893 time frame.


Based on the national significance of the coach and the recommendation outlined in the following Restoration Options Analysis, the Mid-Continent Railway Museum proposes to restore Lake Shore coach #63 to the 1888-1893 time period.  In order to accurately restore the coach, perform the necessary research and re-create many of the interior furnishings, this project has been estimated to cost approximately $375,000.  The accompanying materials provide the supporting documentation for the funding application to the Jeffris Family Foundation.  It is estimated that the restoration process could be completed within two years, after all of the funding is secured.
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