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A Wisconsin museum has successfully matched a $175,000 challenge grant from the Jeffris Family Foundation, Janesville, paving the way for restoration of a nationally significant railroad passenger car.

In its most successful fund raising effort ever, Mid-Continent Railway Historical Society (www.midcontinent.org), North Freedom, more than met the challenge in the two years set by the Jeffris Foundation with gifts totaling $188,805. The museum announced Saturday (Nov. 4) at its annual members banquet in Baraboo that work on the car would begin immediately.

"We are pleased to be a part of this first-class restoration project. I especially want to compliment the people who with hard work and concentrated effort brought the campaign to a successful conclusion. It is especially rewarding to have a project of international importance in one of Wisconsin’s smaller communities," said Tom Jeffris, president of

the foundation. He was a guest at the banquet.

The car, former Milwaukee, Lake Shore & Western coach no. 63, is especially significant because of its interior decorative work. Barney and Smith of Dayton, Ohio, built it in August 1888. Mid-Continent saved it from demolition 30 years ago when it was the office of a produce agent at the Wood Street Potato Mart in Chicago.

"The coach was built by the predominant car company of the period for an early Wisconsin railroad that helped open the northern section of the state for settlement and industrial development," said Don Ginter, Beloit, Mid-Continent curator. "However, it is of greater significance to the general art world as the surviving example of Edward Colonna's interior car design work." An exhibition organized in 1983 by the Dayton Art Institute, shown in Dayton, Montreal, and Washington, D.C., included examples of Colonna’s art nouveau design work in the Mid-Continent car. Ginter thanked the more than 200 members, visitors, and organizations that provided gifts for the project. Larger donors included William Reinicker, $20,000; Donnelley Family Trust, $25,000; Mihaugen Foundation, $5,000; Eugenie Mayer Bolz Family Foundation, $5,000; Mathews Foundation, $10,000; Union Pacific Foundation, $10,000; anonymous (2), $15,000; and Arthur Hesse Trust, $25,000.

The museum has contracted with Glenn Guerra, Barrington, Illinois, for the work, which will get in full swing in spring 2001 and be completed by September 2002. Guerra is nationally known for wood car restorations and locomotive cabs for Mid-Continent, Henry Ford Museum in Michigan, and Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago.

The Milwaukee, Lake Shore & Western was an early Wisconsin line serving Milwaukee, Sheboygan, Manitowoc, Kaukauna, Appleton, Antigo, Rhinelander, Ashland, and the Gogebic iron range. It was merged into the Chicago & North Western in 1893. Mid-Continent will restore the car to its 1888-1893 appearance on the MLS&W. Mid-Continent, which has operated steam trains in Sauk County since 1963, is dedicated to preserving early 1900s rural railroading. It is getting increasing recognition for its historic collection; earlier this year, steam locomotive no. 1385 was listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The museum is seven miles west of Baraboo.
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