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A Wisconsin Tradition Survives and Thrives
The thrill of winter train rides returns to the Mid-Continent Railway Museum in North Freedom during its celebrated Snow TrainTM weekend, February 13-15. Shut down since the floods in June the museum is ready to roll once again with this premiere event.
“Snow TrainTM is the oldest of our special events,” Don Meyer the museum’s general manager said, “and perhaps it is only appropriate that we will be able to resume operations on this particular weekend.”
Now in its 34th year, Snow TrainTM has become a cherished tradition for many who enjoy trains, love to travel or are just looking for an opportunity to escape the monotony of being indoors. And part of what makes the Snow TrainTM special is that you have a choice between three types of service for your journey.
“Most passengers, especially young families, choose to travel coach, “Meyer said. “You have the best view for the 50-minute ride at the lowest cost.” An adult coach fare is $14, while for a child (ages 3-12) the fare is only $9. Anyone 2 and under rides free.
Another popular level of service is First Class. The $30 fare includes complimentary food and beverages served during the train ride. “We are pleased to be working with Elite Catering of Baraboo and the Wollersheim Winery for our food and beverages,” Meyer said. “It guarantees our passengers that they are getting the best quality for their money.”
First Class service is available on Saturday and Sunday for the 11:30am, 1:00, and 2:30pm departures. Seating is limited and reservations are highly recommended. They may be made through the museum’s web site at www.midcontinent.org or by calling their toll free number at 1-800-930-1385.

Finally there is dinner service on Friday and Saturday evenings, a service so popular that it often sells out well before the event. “This year with Valentines being on Saturday our Saturday night dinner service was sold out nearly a year in advance,” Meyer said. But there is still space available for Friday night’s departure. 
Mike Althen of Elite Catering has prepared a superb offering of menu options, that is if you find a sautéed Breast of Chicken Hussar, a grilled and glazed beef tenderloin or a grilled filet of blue marlin delectable. The dinner fare is $80 per person and well worth the price. “Our dinners get fan mail,” Meyer is fond of saying. 
Coach class is available all three days of the event, with departures on Friday at 12:00 noon, 2:00pm and 4:00pm and on Saturday and Sunday at 10:00 and 11:30am, 1:00, 2:30 and 4:00pm. First class service is only available on Saturday and Sunday at 11:30am, 1:00 and 2:30pm.

Due to the popularity of this event, reservations are recommended if you wish to insure getting on a specific train time. Reservations can be made via the museum’s web site or by calling their office. No passes or discount coupons will be accepted for this event.

A major credit card is needed and will be charged at the time that the reservation is made. An electronic receipt will then be issued by way of e-mail along with information on what to expect when you arrive at the museum in North Freedom.

All train fares include admission to the grounds, where guests may see the museum’s award-winning coach restorations on display along with other exhibits on railroad history. Parking is free. All ticket and gift shop proceeds help support the museum’s many programs.

From Baraboo, take Highway 136 west five miles to Highway PF and turn left. Then two miles further to the west side of the village of North Freedom. 

The Mid-Continent Railway Historical Society, Inc. is a private, not-for-profit corporation founded in 1959 to preserve the “Golden Age” of railroad history (spanning the years 1880 to 1916) for the upper Midwest. Membership is open to anyone interested in supporting our mission.
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High-resolution photos for publication may be downloaded from this link:

http://www.midcontinent.org/press/press_snowtrain.html

The preparations for each Snow TrainTM are very arduous, due to the weather conditions. But each year this work is performed by museum members, who volunteer their time to make the event as enjoyable as possible for our many guests. 

We invite you for a behind the scenes look at preparations; access to crews and equipment for personal interviews and special photo opportunities; escorted by a designated museum host.

Besides the picturesque history we represent, there are several interesting stories of those who quietly serve to make this event possible. Promoting the 34th year of Snow TrainTM is a tribute to their dedication. We hope you will find their stories of interest.

