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Mid-Continent in Moscow!
"They absolutely loved them."
James R. Yanke, a UW-Madlson student 

who spent four months in the Soviet Union, 
was speaking about the 20 photo cards.of 
#1385 he gave to locomotive engineers at 
three Moscow railroad stations. "First of all, 
they were engineers and had the same inte
rests, and second, since they were American 
cards, they were really impressed by them," 
according to Yanke, son of a C&NW 
conductor. The cards show #1385 on the 
Lake Wisconsin bridge at Merrimac, as it 
returned from a C&NW good-will tour in 
1984.

Yanke, who was gone from Feb. 1 to May 
31, said people were "really friendly, willing 
to give me a lot of information." (Marshall 
Buehler, a Mid-Continent member who has 
traveled in Russia twice, also found friendly 
and helpful people. See below.)

Russian railroads today resemble U.S. 
railroads of the 1940s and 1950s, Yanke 
said. Passenger trains operate frequently. 
The small depots in the small towns were 
much like U.S. depots in the 40s. Every 
station was fixed up nicely, had one or two 
people in it, and a large timetable of trains 
running through it. Standing near the 
Moscow River, on a freight-only line, he 
saw a train every 5 to 10 minutes.

But railroad preservation activity isn't 
evident. Yanke does not know of any 
operating museums similar to Mid- 
Continent. An industrial museum in 
Leningrad has historic photographs and 
models. About 30 or 40 steam locomotives 
serve as memorials to railroad workers 
killed in World War II. He saw three well 
maintained locomotives in Moscow and two

in Novosibirsk. The only train really on 
display for the public, in a big glass 
building, is the steam train ("the train of 
mourning") that brought Lenin's body to 
Moscow.

Smaller steam locomotives still operate. 
When traveling by train to Novosibirsk in 
Siberia, he saw a steam locomotive (about 
the 1385's size) switching at Smolensk, a 
large city where two major railroads come 
together. Eight or nine other locomotives 
were stored, in good condition, on a siding; 
one was under steam. People told him a lot 
of steam locomotives were used for 
switching outside Moscow and Leningrad.

Photographing trains and walking 
through railroad yards is easier than in the 
U.S. "Soldiers saw I had cameras around my 
neck taking pictures. They didn't mind at 
all. In Siberia, I asked if it was all right.
The response, 'Well, this isn't the Brezhnev 
era. You can do what you want.' "

"The only thing that was really difficult 
to bear over there was the lack of food. It's 
possible to get food, but you have to spend a 
lot of time looking for it, bringing it back, 
and preparing it. I lived in the main 
building of Moscow State University, and we 
didn't have refrigerators. So we had to put 
our food on the ledge, and hope it would 
keep cold and the birds wouldn't get it."

He stayed in Moscow for the first 2-1/2 
months, attending classes and learning the 
language better since he had to speak it 
every day. Still, he encountered difficulty 
talking about railroads, since he did not 
know the technical terms. He expects to 
graduate from UW with a degree in Russian
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Roundhouse 1
Ridership and revenues are holding even 
with a month to go in the daily summer 
season. Through the end of July, Mid- 
Continent carried 25,667 passengers, 10,299 
of them in July. Revenues are up 4/10 of one 
percent for the year, 5.3 percent for July.
Gift shop sales remain strong. The one 
millionth passenger at North Freedom 
boarded the train Aug. 16. While it's been a 
difficult summer at the museum, national 
recognition increases and planning has 
started for the McFarland excursion and 
Autumn Color.

David L. Henke, a La Crosse resident 
with 12 years of professional museum 
experience, started Aug. 1 as Mid-Continent 
executive director. The board voted to offer 
him the position July 15.

"Mid-Continent has all of the potential 
talent in its organization to bring about, 
through a good master plan, a full living 
museum concept. The key elements are in 
place. Through effective cooperation, long 
range planning, increased membership, a

well built capital fund drive, and an effec
tively trained staff (both volunteer and 
paid), the future of Mid-Continent as a 
major railroad museum and restoration 
center is assured," he said.

"Active and passive exhibits are 
important to help people discover the age of 
steam." he continued. "There are many 
possibilities to be explored. An area for 
children who have experienced our train 
ride, to imagine and 'playout' their own 
steam ride, is another example.

"The overall appearance of Mid-Continent 
is impressive. It is readily apparent that 
many dedicated hours of care and concern 
for many years have gone into the overall 
effort to make Mid-Continent what it is 
today. I look forward to working with the 
members, volunteers, and staff to continue 
the ideals which made the operating 
museum possible."

Henke earned a bachelor's degree from the 
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater in 
1969, and did graduate work at UW-Madison

David L. Henke

August 1990 /  3



Visitors get a close view  o f the locom otive and a chance to talk with the engine 
crew from a viewing platform at Quartzite Lake. Phil W atson, Dan Griffith, and 
Dave Schum acher built the platform, earlier th is summ er. Vince Mathews is  
painting it. A donation paid half the costs.

in 1970-71. He served as curator and 
executive director of the La Crosse County 
Historical Society, 1978-1986; executive 
director of Newburyport (Mass.) Maritime 
Society, 1987; marketing, research, training 
for David Driskill Associates, Danvers, 
Mass., 1988. He returned to La Crosse in 
1988, and has worked as a consultant to 
three museums in Minnesota, the State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin, and in the 
advertising and marketing department of 
Wisconsin West magazine. Accomplishments 
and awards include dedication speaker for 
the opening of the Swarthout Museum, La 
Crosse, 1980; certificate of commendation 
from the State Historical Society of 
Wisconsin, 1980, 1983; Reuben Gold 
Thwaites Award from SHSW for overall 
programming excellence, 1982; and 
certificate of commendation from the 
American Association for state and local 
history, for program excellence, 1983.

Autumn Color, "a steam train ride amid 
the brilliant hues of autumn,” features 
additional services and activities Oct. 6-7, 
13-14. Passenger trains run at 10, 11:30, 1, 
2:30, and 4. First class reservations will be 
accepted beginning Sept. 17 with a check or

VISA/MasterCard. Mixed trains will follow 
some passenger trains. Brochure 
distribution started in June.

For the last weekend of the operating 
season, Oct. 20-21, Mid-Continent returns to 
its 4 trains a day schedule.

Excursions continue. Locomotive 1385 
will pull the McFarland steam train Sept.
14-16. Four trips a day are scheduled 
Saturday and Sunday at 8:30 a.m., 11:30 
a.m., 2:30 p.m., and 5:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$10.50 for coaches, $27.50 for first class 
service. The four-hour Warren Tisler 
Commemorative Excursion for 
photographers and railfans at 1 p.m. Friday 
costs $19 for coach, or $39.50 for first class.

The event is co-sponsored by the 
McFarland Volunteer Fire Department and 
Emergency Medical Service in conjunction 
with Mid-Continent and Wisconsin and 
Calumet Railroad. For information, call 
608/838-3152. Mail ticket orders with 
payment to Steam Train, P.O. Box 41, 
McFarland, Wis. 53558.

At Mazomanie, the trains carried 2,226 
people June 15-17: 88 on the Friday photog
rapher's trip, 854 on six trips Saturday, and 
1,284 on five trips Sunday. The totals
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included 2,000 in coaches and 226 in the 
first class cars. Rainy weather contributed 
to the lower ridership on Saturday.

Two coaches, loaned to WICT for a 
Middleton to Sauk City picnic train June 23 
in return for the use of two WICT coaches for 
the Mazomanie excursions, returned to 
North Freedom July 24.

The one-m illionth passenger was 
Leonard Furgat, Woodale, I11., who rode the 
train Aug. 16 with his family. Mid- 
Continent presented him with an engineer's 
cap, and provided Mid-Continent buttons 
and a copy of Whistle on the Wind for the 
family. They had been visiting Circus World, 
noticed the discount coupon there, and 
decided to visit Mid-Continent. Furgat is a 
model-railroader.

Because of heavy rain the night before, 
water reached the stringers of the Seeley 
Creek bridge and trains June 29 ran only as 
far as highway W. Water moved three cars 
stored at the quarry. For 4-5 days, trains 
had to back up from Quartzite Lake while a 
washout there was being repaired. Soo Line 
#2645 was placed on the Baraboo River 
bridge while water was high. A year ago,

Chart shows Mid-Content assets for the  
seven  years from 1983 to  1989. Figures 
are taken from the balance sh eet in  the  
annual audit. Members m ay look at the  
1989 audit, received early in  August, at 
the office.

June 28, 1989, wind damaged the roof of the 
depot display shed.

To keep the trains running, motive 
power has been shuffled throughout the 
summer. Of 318 trips through the end of 
July, D&R 9 made 159, no. 1385 made 44, 
WC&C no. 1 made 91, diesel 988 made 22, 
and the GE diesel made 2. No. 9, out of 
service early in the season to have 9 tubes in 
the boiler replaced May 31, now is out of 
service with 5 leaking stay bolts. No. 1385 
has a hot bearing on a drive wheel and a 
leaky throttle.

To be sure that #1385 is ready for the 
McFarland excursions, the board approved 
hiring Norm Sandley of Wisconsin Dells 
and his staff to assist with repairs. The cost 
will depend on how much help they get from 
Mid-Continent volunteers.

A tentative agreem ent has been reached 
with Duea Film Co. of Rome, Italy, to film 
the railway portions of a movie of the life of 
Bix Biederbecke, a famous jazz legend, at 
Mid-Continent Sept. 8-13.

Edward Kraemer & Sons has started 
cleaning up the La Rue quarry, in 
preparation for production in 1991. The 
first blasting was done late in July. The 
Plain construction company plans to bring 
in a crusher plant in the next month, and 
will make different size products to show to 
potential customers as a part of marketing 
efforts. Railroad ballast and stone for 
shoulders of roads and driveways and 
possibly asphalt aggregated are among the 
anticipated uses of quarry material.

Harold Armbruster, who works part time 
at Mid-Continent, worked at the La Rue 
quarry for 10 years, 2 months, from the 
early 1940s until a washer plant was 
installed. Until this summer, the quarry 
had not been in use since about 1960.

The board of directors asked David 
Henke, executive director, and Steve Brist to 
be Mid-Continent representatives with 
Kraemer, look into ramifications of the 
opening, make recommendations to the 
board, and answer members’ questions.

Restoration continues on the Soo Line 
crossing tower. Curator Don Ginter and 
helpers are rebuilding the ends, re-roofing 
the roof, repairing windows, and putting the 
gingerboard siding back. Concrete founda
tions were placed in May near the Freight 
House. If all goes well, the tower will be
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Warren Tisler's m onum ent at M arseilles, 
I11., shows locom otive 1385. McFarland 
is naming the photo trip Sept. 14 in his 
memory.

erected after the operating season ends. 
Funds are being provided by the Railway 
Restoration Trust Fund, Soo Line Historical 
Society, and curator's budget.

Sandy R etzlaff opened a food concession 
August 1, located between the swing set and 
shelter.

Circus, Cranes, and Trains, described 
as a "great promotional effort in this area,” 
is in its third season. CCT provides a 30 
percent savings for visitors, said Jim 
Haugsby, coordinator of the Baraboo 
Chamber of Commerce. "It has been quite 
successful." Mid-Continent is participating, 
with Circus World, International Crane 
Foundation, and the Devil’s Lake tram. 
Coupons, $12.95 for adults or $6.50 for 
children 5 to 13 years old, are available at 
the CofC, 124 Second St., its visitor's booth 
near downtown, motels and campgrounds, 
and Baraboo Federal Savings and Loan. In 
1989, CCT accounted for 765 adult and 309 
child's fares. Through mid-July, visitors 
purchased 499 adult and 155 child's tickets.

Mid-Continent received  good marks at 
symposiums and workshops at Strasburg, 
Sacramento, and St. Louis. Columnists in 
Locomotive and Railway Preservation added 
recognition. John Hankey of the B&O Muse
um (July-Aug., p. 4) called Mid-Continent's 
"carefully planned re-creation of a northern 
midwest short-line railroad of the early 
20th century" an "excellent example" of 
museums with "a texture that reflects their

region, a specific time period, or the 
strengths of their collections."

Tom Davidson in "Focusing our Rail 
Preservation Efforts” (May-June, p. 47) 
named Mid-Continent as "one of my 
favorites" qualifying for "big league status." 
In a caption for a Phil Hastings photo of 
antique transportation meet at North 
Freedom, the magazine asks (page 3), "Are 
the constituents of today's railroad 
museums willing to make the transition 
from a primary focus on trains to places 
that link many aspects of our industrial and 
social heritage?"

L&RPs 25th issue (March-April) included 
many references to Mid-Continent. In a 
section about heroes, David P. Morgan's 
speech ("You Can Go Home Again") at the 
1975 opening ceremony is reprinted from 
the Gazette, with photos. Mid-Continent 
events are included in the Preservation 
Timeline.

Press coverage reaches across the country 
and abroad. Money (August, p. 126) included 
Mid-Continent in a "sampler" of four steam 
museums. "This authentic re-creation of a 
steam-powered branch line boasts 1900-era 
equipment," the magazine said. Mid-Conti
nent also was in articles in the San Franciso 
Examiner and Chronicle (Sunday, July 15, p. 
T-1 1) and Germany's Reisejournal (Friday, 
July 13, p. 14).

Railroad Film. The Al Ringling Theater, 
Baraboo, is showing The General, staring 
Buster Keaton, at 8 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 25. 
Scenes were filmed on a logging railroad in 
Oregon. Chris Elliott, a nationally known 
theater organist, will accompany the film,
the last great comedy of the silent film era.

Looking Ahead. Snow Train '91 is Feb. 
16-17. An excellent video of the 1989 event, 
produced by Berkshire Productions, is on 
sale at the gift shop for $29.95. February, 
Freedom, and Flurries is selling well, 
according to manager Jeff Haertlein.

Birth. Mark Slinde, son of Julie and Jay 
Slinde, Aug. 17 in Milwaukee.

Marriage. Shirley Emhoff and Keith 
Bender, Friday, July 27. at Rock Springs.

Death. Theresa L. O'Brien, a former 
employee, July 28, at Portage.
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The O ak P ark  g listen s in  the late afternoon sun in Sept. 1988. A viewing  
platform  is being built n ext to the car, now stored in the Coach Shed.Wooden Car Collection Rates Well in National Comparisons

John Gruber
Mid-Continent has preserved an 

important collection of wooden passenger 
and freight cars. In fact, the North Freedom 
collection—a historic and educational 
asset—compares well with collections at 
larger museums across the country, and 
provides the opportunity for Mid-Continent 
to become a leader in wooden car 
restoration and operation.

"Wood cars are how we get into the 
business of railroad equipment restoration. 
That's the primary construction material 
for passenger and freight carrying cars in 
this country from the 1830s until the 
introduction of steel in large commercial 
measures in the early part of this century.
So a good understanding of wooden car 
construction and a good representative 
sampling of passenger and freight cars is 
just indispensable for a substantial railroad 
museum," according to Stephen E. Drew, 
curator of collections, exhibits, and 
audiovisual for the California State 
Railroad Museum in Sacramento.

"So often museums have tended to save 
the largest, the smallest, the heaviest—the 
curiosities. The preservation movement has 
saved far more private cars and combina
tions than just conventional day coaches. 
Straight first class passenger cars are 
scarcer than hen's teeth compared to 
business cars," Drew said. "A well-rounded 
and desirable 19th century car collection 
would include different builders, different 
types, and some of the scarce examples."

In addition to Mid-Continent, museums 
with significant wooden car collections 
include CSRM; Nevada State Railroad 
Museum in Carson City; and B&O in 
Baltimore—each with representation from 
its geographic area.

B&O has the oldest passenger car on the 
continent, a General Mining Co. of Nova 
Scotia director's car built in 1838. Its 
collection also includes two similar 1868 
Central Railroad of New Jersey coaches 
(Wason Mfg. Co., 1868), B&O baggage car no. 
10 (about 1875), and B&O narrow vestibule
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coach no. 445 (Pullman, about 1890), and 
four wood cars with steel underframes. 
Freight cars include two wooden cabooses 
and six wood cars with steel underframes.

CSRM and NSRM have preserved cars 
from the western U.S., especially California 
and Nevada. At CSRM, passenger and freight 
cars and cabooses account for 46 of its 105 
pieces of equipment. The all wood fleet 
includes Monterey & Salinas Valley narrow 
gauge combination no. 1 (Carter Brothers, 
1874) and Virginia & Truckee no. 16 (Detroit 
Car Works, 1874)a total of 10 cars from at 
least seven manufacturers. In addition, 
CSRM has five wood cars with steel 
underframes. So many early California 
pieces were gone by 1937, when the R&LHS 
Pacific Coast Chapter started the collection, 
that it turned to Nevada short lines for the 
nucleus of its 19th century collection.

Although most cars were built in the east, 
NSRM's collection includes four rare 
products of Kimball Manufacturing Co., a 
major car and carriage builder in San 
Francisco. Virginia & Truckee coach no. 4 
(1872) and caboose/coach no. 9 and 
passenger/caboose no. 10 (both 1873) have 
been restored. The NSRM museum has 35 
wooden passenger and freight cars, seven of 
them restored.

Mid-Continent's collection, emphasizing 
the midwest of 1885 to 1915 era, is the 
largest, with the widest representation from 
periods, builders, and railroads. Take a look 
at the numbers, assembled by curator Don 
Ginter.

Of the 25 passenger cars in the collection, 
19 are owned by the museum. The total 
includes 17 all wood cars, 6 wood cars with 
a steel underframe, and 2 all steel cars; 
many of them need restoration, some for the 
second time. Of the 8 freight cars, all 
museum owned, 4 are all wood, 2 have a 
steel underframe, and 2 are all steel. Five 
are restored.

For example, the Mid-Continent 
collection includes:

Wisconsin Central #305, a baggage car 
built in 1886 by Barney & Smith. No. 305 is 
an excellent, and rare, example of common 
passenger equipment.

Soo Line #920, an 1893 narrow vestibule 
coach from Harlan & Hollingsworth. Very 
few cars from the narrow vestibule period,

about 10 years, have been preserved.
Milwaukee Lake Shore & Western #63, 

built by Barney & Smith in 1888 with the 
interior designed by Edward Colonna (1862- 
1948), also known for his design of 
furniture, estate interiors, jewelry, and 
depots from the Art Nouveau period;

C&NW #1099 and #10, combine and box 
car from an attempt at making narrow 
gauge railroading economical in Wisconsin.

Copper Range #60 and #25, built as 
coaches in 1907 for ACF in Jeffersonville, 
Ind. Coach #59 was rebuilt by the railroad 
into a combine and renumbered #25. These 
cars show the evolution of equipment to 
better fit the needs of a railroad.

Duluth South Shore & Atlantic #996, a 
gondola (1888), and Soo Line #15604, a box 
car (Wells & French, 1897), early all wood 
freight cars. No. 15604's structure remains 
basically unaltered. While the gondola body 
of the #996 probably has been extensively 
rebuilt and altered, the wood underframe is 
of a classical design from its early built era.

Iowa Central #04492, a box car (Pressed 
Steel Car Co., 1901), an unsuccessful early 
attempt to replace the wood underframe 
with light weight steel underframe. The car 
has its original Fox Patented Pressed Steel 
trucks, another unsuccessful evolution.

A special feature at Mid-Continent is the 
occasional operation of the restored wooden 
cars, most recently for the Soo Line Histori
cal and Technical Society in 1988.

(In addition, cars which do not fit the 
midwestern theme include 5 steel passenger 
cars, 4 of them museum-owned including the 
Lackawanna coaches (built for commuter 
service in New York and New Jersey) used in 
daily service, plus 5 museum-owned steel or 
steel and wood freight cars.)

"Most museums are locomotive oriented 
and we have taken a departure from that in 
that early on we acquired vintage wooden 
passenger cars. We made a deliberate effort 
to get significant pieces of really historic 
passenger equipment and freight equipment. 
We're talking about cars that are over 100 
years old," said Ray Buhrmaster, who helped 
preserve and restore DSS&A wooden coach, 
#213 (Jackson & Sharp, 1888) and other 
cars.

"They're important because they represent 
what railroading was years ago. They
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An unrestored wood car stands outside a new building at the Nevada S tate  
Railroad Museum, Carson City. In "Facadism: Is This Really Preservation" in  
L ocom otive &  R a ilw a y  P reserva tion  (July-Aug. 1988), John H. W hite Jr. o f the  
Sm ithsonian In stitu tion  suggests such car bodies are "a docum ent and an 
inform ation sou rce....to  th ose  m ore sen sitive  to th ings historical, the shabby 
derelict p ossesses an uncom m on beauty." NSRM has a sim ilar, fully restored car 
in sid e the building.

represent not only the transportation but 
also the manufacturing aspects. I really 
think the wooden car collection is the 
strong point of our museum," he said.

Also see, Gazette: Soo Line Historical and 
Technical Society, Sept. 1988, and "Wooden 
Cars," by Bill Buhrmaster, Nov.-Dec. 1984.

Mid-Continent
in Moscow!
Continued from page 2 
and international relations in May 1991. 
His father, James H. Yanke, has been a 
brakeman and conductor for 30 years.

Buehler traveled in the Soviet Union 
twice, alone in winter of 1988 and with his 
wife, Pat, in the winter of 1990. The trips, 
mostly by rail, included Irktusk on the 
Trans-Siberian Express in 1988, and 
Murmansk, 200 miles above the Arctic 
Circle, in 1990. He doesn't speak Russian, 
and usually no one spoke English on the 
trains, but people were friendly and he 
didn't have any problems. Food was

repetitious, with ample buffet service. On 
one dining car, the staff kept a menu handy 
for him, with hand written English 
translations. On the first trip, he saw a 
steam locomotive used as a stationary 
boiler, and a yard full of locomotives in 
storage. On the last trip, he encountered 
more electric than diesel engines.

He made up his own itineraries and 
booked them through Intourist, the Soviet 
agency, which assigned hotels with English 
speaking staff. In cities where guides were 
used, such as Leningrad, he noticed the 
guides were more willing to talk in 1990 
than two years earlier about their 
government and plans to travel.

Buehler, Port Edwards, retired June 29 
after 38 years with the Nekoosa Division of 
Georgia Pacific and predecessor companies. 
He is back working as a consultant. After a 
vacation in the fall, he becomes the part- 
time director of the Alexander Art and 
Archives Center in Port Edwards, where 
paper company records dating back to 1840 
are being preserved.
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Pleasurable Duty

Wabash Mobuls 
Get the Last Word

Van McCullough

Phil H astings photographed Wabash Moguls #573  and #576  at Meredosia, I11., 
in  Septem ber 1954. His trips with David Morgan resulted in a series in  Trains 
and a book about th e twilight o f steam .
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The Bluffs, I11., to Keokuk, Iowa, branch 
of the Wabash was known unofficially as 
"the Highline." Factually, it was merely a 
branch which for many decades served 
agricultural and industrial customers, 
usually earning a profit. For a long while it 
offered a full-service program for 
passengers, mail, express, carloads, LCL, and 
so forth. It also was the "outside connection" 
for the residents of the area for many years. 
Time and progress reduced its importance 
and now it is gone.

But it is not my purpose to expound on the 
economics, culture, or social significance of 
this western Illinois branch of the Wabash, 
but rather to share some memories of the 
locomotives which served there in the early 
1950s and the pleasurable duty which I had 
firing them.

I had a working relationship with the 
569, 571, 573, 576, and 587, all F-4 2-6-0 
locomotives (Moguls). With a builder's date 
of 1899, and with some rebuilding, they 
survived in regular service due to weight 
limits on the Meredosia bridge over the 
Illinois River. Four of these engines were 
ordinarily assigned to the branch, with the 
fifth engine being in the shops at Decatur. 
I11., for major periodic overhaul. A rotating 
maintenance program kept them running 
alternately for more than 50 years.

With a tender capacity of 10 tons of coal, 
each of them provided ample work for a 
fireman. A heavy train, 76 miles each way, 
might make it possible for a fireman to 
scoop nearly 20 tons in a day. Without a 
brick arch in the firebox and no superheater 
flues, the draft was positive and very 
significant. They were not particularly "hot 
at the door." Firing the sides and keeping 
the back corners of the long, narrow firebox 
well-heeled would keep it steaming well. 
Each engine was a personality of its own as 
to coal consumption. Observation was, of 
course, necessary. One cannot blindly toss 
coal into the firebox and expect good results. 
The 576 had a lighter appetite in the front 
half of the firebox, due probably to slightly 
different adjustments in the smokebox at 
the most recent shopping.

In addition to water sources at the termi
nals, water could be taken at Meredosia, Mt. 
Sterling, and Carthage as needed and if 
available. During very dry seasons, a

salvaged tender body mounted on a flat car 
was used as a supplementary water car when 
water was not available at Mt. Sterling or 
Carthage. The boiler was blown down 
frequently to help keep the boiler clean and 
steaming well.

Tonnage was "A rated" at 710 tons on the 
Versailles Hill. By today's standards, that 
seems meager. But remember that the 
engines were built in 1899 and had tractive 
effort of 25,507 lbs. The Versailles Hill, 
climbing out of the Illinois River valley on 
the west side, had an extreme grade, then a 
slight easing, and then more of the same 
before cresting east of the village to drop 
down through a slight sag and then up again 
into town. I have studied topographical 
maps but cannot come to a definite 
conclusion as to the percent of grade. 
Portions of it were just under 2 percent. It 
may have been the steepest Wabash grade.

Going up the hill was a pleasant 
challenge. The boiler was blown down two 
or three times going across the flat bottoms 
before the hill. The fire was kept in top 
shape, gradually building it heavier as the 
engineer "made a run" approaching. The 
engineer would begin to drop down the 
Johnson Bar as speed slowed due to the 
weight of the train. After an optimum notch 
was reached on the quadrant, the throttle 
was adjusted and the engine would march up 
the hill as it was supposed to do.

Firing under those circumstances meant 
that one usually stayed "on deck," firing 
frequently but not slugging the fire. A white- 
hot fire would result from regular proper 
firing. Under those conditions, a scoop of 
coal wold ignite immediately upon entering 
the firebox door, bursting into flames before 
it reached the bed of the fire. The injector 
was left on and trimmed to correctly 
maintain a consistent level of water.

The rail was sanded as necessary.
Slipping was not frequent nor excessive as 
the engineers were good "hill men" for the 
most part. The 576 had a "track washer" 
attached, a set of water pipes plumbed into 
the squirt hose system which would wash 
sand from the rails behind the back drivers.
I thought that this made the train pull 
easier over the clean rail rather than over 
the sanded rail. Apparently, the company 
did not feel that it was worth the effort to
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apply this convenience to other engines.
The branch profile was undulating, with 

only necessary cuts and fills. It was built 
with early construction methods. Some of 
the rail in the Hersman area was 60 lb. and 
imported from England, according to a 
conductor. I never personally examined the 
rail to verify this. However, we always took 
it easy in that area. The line had several flat 
areas and several sags.

Two major valleys were crossed: the 
Missouri Creek valley between Clayton and 
Golden, and the Big Meadow valley between 
Bentley and Carthage. These were challenges 
also with a heavy train, but here we had 
gravity on our side. Going down we would 
have the chance to get some speed which 
would help us on the climb out of the other 
side. Yet, with a few cars of "hog iron" on the 
return trip, it would be a hard pull up into 
Clayton.

The men who worked on this branch were 
doing business for the Wabash as those did 
on the rest of the system. It was light 
density traffic when I knew it in the early

Van McCullough, as a fireman in August 
1988, is  visited  by h is wife, Yvonne, and 
his grandchildren, Katie and David 
Hebner.

1950s, with only one train a day each way, 
except at the ends of the branch. Switch 
locals were in the Bluffs-Meredosia area and 
TP&W traffic was encountered between 
Elvaston and Hamilton. An order was issued 
at Bluffs each day: "Number 3, engine 
unknown, has right over Number 12, engine 
unknown, Bluffs to Elvaston." This enabled 
us to work without the problem of being 
afoul of Number 12 accordingly to the 
timetable.

Therefore for most of the mileage, we had 
the line to ourselves. One thing that we did 
not do on this portion of the line was to 
protect the rear with a flag, using instead all 
men to work the moves. One day, we had an 
engineer from the main line with little 
experience on the branch. We stopped at 
Denver to do some work and he whistled out 
a flag. That caught everyone's attention 
promptly.

There was always a sense of business 
about this work, even though it was rather 
antique and isolated in setting. But even 
then a laugh might come unexpectedly. Near 
Chatton, on level track, crusing along at the 
limit of 25 mph, engineer John Conrady 
opened the cylinder cocks and at once 
nearly fell off the seat-box laughing. I 
stepped over to discover the source of his 
pleasure: a stampeding herd of fat hogs. He 
thought it was funny, but I doubt that the 
farmer appreciated it.

For some time there was a monkey 
tethered on a clothesline behind a garage in 
Denver. It mocked and bad-mouthed us each 
time we passed. One evening on the return 
trip engineer I. D. Mueller drifted quietly 
into town. Mr. Monkey was sitting on a 
stump looking the other way. We were able 
to sneak up to him. Reaching him, I. D. 
popped the whistle. He shot into the shed. 
Ever after, when we approached there were 
no more bawling-outs from the monkey. The 
monkey stayed in its house when we came to 
town. The Wabash had the last word.

McCullough, Jacksonville, Ill., joined Mid- 
Continent in 1983. He has been a fireman here 
since July 11, 1983. A similar article 
appeared in The Banner (Vol. 3, nos. 1-2).
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the former bulk tank property, shown in a sk etch  by Sharon Crawford, Madison. 
A letter, m ailed to m em bers and friends in July, said "the project will greatly  
improve visitors' first im pressions o f th e m useum  and safety  at the Walnut St. 
crossing. It will visually join  th e sides of th e m useum  previously separated by 
th e tanks."Wisconsin Rails

R ehabilitation con tin u es on tracks 
operated by Wisconsin and Calumet, 
Janesville. The Janesville to Madison 
project, started in 1989, was completed in 
mid-August when work finished on the Rock 
River bridge near Edgerton. The 1990 work 
includes $2.5 million for Janesville to the 
Illinois state line (Illinois provided a 
$1,030,000 loan to complete the project to 
Fox Lake). A safety tie program between 
Mazomanie and Prairie du Chien is being 
scaled back. For 1990 work, WICT is 
providing 15 percent of the cost of the 
Wisconsin projects with long term notes. 
Mike Chilson, general manager of Chicago 
Rail Link, is WICT's acting general manager.

The Walworth excursion train resumed 
operation May 5. WICT started the Geneva 
Limited Dinner Train July 14, using equip
ment from Iowa Interstate. The train offers 
a Saturday night dinner, leaving Walworth 
at 6:30; and a Sunday brunch, leaving at 11 
a.m. Patronage continues to increase, WICT 
officials said. The reservations number is 
414-275-5849.

Chicago and North W estern operated its 
first ballast train of the 1990 season from 
Rock Springs March 27. In other area 
activity, C&NW sold the Baraboo freight 
house and some surrounding land to Ralph 
Pierce and John Gruber: plans have not been 
announced.

Frisco 1522, based in St. Louis, is 
running between St. Paul and Winona as a 
part of Winona's Victorian Fair Oct. 6-7. A 
short ride also is being offered, between 
Winona and River Jet., where the train will 
be turned. The excursion, sponsored by the 
Winona Histo-rical Society, is being 
operated on Soo Line tracks.

In the next Gazette, Mark Smith, editor of 
Locomotive & Railway Preservation, tells 
about publishing Philip Ross Hastings: 
Boston & Maine, the first in a series of books 
in cooperation with the Hastings estate.
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Board Minutes
Tom Hruska, Secretary

Jan u ary  14, 1990

Board members p re s e n t  w ere: B r i s t ,  G ruber, P a r r ,  B u h rm aste r, O seland , Bloohm, 
N ordeng, and H ruska. Emhoff’s proxy was held by H ruska. A lso a t te n d in g  the 
m ee tin g  w ere: S teve  P a h l, Jim E ngelke, and Jon Neumann.

The m eeting  was c a l le d  to  o rd e r  by P re s id e n t Bloohm a t  9 :05  AM in  th e  
g e n e ra l  o f f i c e .

The m inu tes o f th e  December m eeting  stan d  approved a s  p r e s e n te d .

VICE PRESIDENT OPERATIONS REPORT
P ahl re p o r te d  t h a t  a l o t  o f  work has been accom plished  t h i s  weekend. Work 

i s  be in g  done on th e  1385 and th e  M ontrea l lo co m o tiv es in  p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  Snow 
T ra in .  The sp a re  p a r t s  in  th e  p a r t s  c a r  fo r  lo co m o tiv es  #29 and #22 have been 
rev iew ed . S u p e r in te n d e n t S lin d e  w i l l  be p re p a r in g  a r e p o r t  on th e  s t a tu s  of th e  
m ain l i n e .  The b a l l a s t  tam per w i l l  be coming back from  th e  WICT. As p a r t  o f th e  
ag reem en t, WICT’s b ru sh  c u t t e r  w i l l  be coming to  M id -C o n tin en t to  c le a r  our l i n e .  
P a h l s a id  he has hand led  th e  a l l e g a t io n  about im proper sw itc h  moves by Dick 
Goddard and Skip L ic h te r .  S u p e r in te n d e n t P e te r s  sa y s  th e  D&R 9 lo co m o tiv e  w i l l  
be p la c e d  in  s e rv ic e  abo u t th e  end o f May using  th e  tem p o rary  te n d e r .  A foundry 
has been lo c a te d  to  c a s t  th e  b o l s t e r s  and the  wooden te n d e r  fram e shou ld  be a b le  
to  be com pleted  l a t e r  t h i s  y e a r .  The rep lacem ent ta n k  and c o a l  p o ck e t should be

ready f o r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  on th e  wood fram e nex t w in te r .  M otion by B r i s t ,  second by 
B uhrm aster, to  acce p t th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  VP of O p e ra tio n s . P assed  unanim ously .

VICE PRESIDENT FINANCE REPORT
B uhrm aster r e p o r te d  th a t  th e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a tu s  o f th e  M id -C o n tin en t Railway 

Museum a s  o f th e  end of December 1989 was as fo llo w s : The ch eck in g  account 
b a la n c e  i s  $140, th e  sa v in g s  acco u n t b a la n c e  i s  $57 ,0 3 4 , th e  R a ilro a d  R e s to ra tio n  
T ru s t  Fund b a lan ce  i s  $28,691, and th e  Museum p r e s e n t ly  h as an o u ts ta n d in g  loan  

b alance  o f  $10 ,000 . The t o t a l  income f o r  th e  month was $5 ,168  w h ile  $15,668 in  
ex p en ses  w ere p a id , le a v in g  an a c c o u n ts  payab le b a la n c e  o f  $ 4 9 ,2 1 4 . For th e  
1989/1990 f i s c a l  y ea r  to  d a te ,  th e  t o t a l  income f o r  th e  Museum i s  $29,605 and th e  
t o t a l  expenses f o r  th e  y e a r  a re  $87 ,929 . B uhrm aster a sk ed  th a t  th e  an n u a l budgets 
be p re p a re d  and su b m itted  b e fo re  th e  February  Board m e e tin g . M otion by Nordeng, 
second by B r i s t ,  to  ac c e p t th e  r e p o r t  o f th e  VP of F in a n c e . P assed  unanim ously .

SECRETARY’S REPORT
H ruska re p o r te d  th a t  Tom O’B rie n  w ro te  to  th e  Museum w ith  comments and 

recom m endations r e l a t i v e  to  F e d e ra l R e g u la tio n s  now b e in g  a p p l ie d  to  ’’t o u r i s t " 
r a i l r o a d s .  Member H e rb e r t M ainwaring has w r i t te n  a s k in g  some q u e s t io n s  about th e  
Museum and i t s  o r g a n iz a t io n .  Lawrence Hinz w rote  to  th e  M embership S e c re ta ry  
i n d ic a t in g  th a t  he was n o t renew ing h i s  membership b e cau se  he f e l t  t h a t  a s  a new 
member he was no t welcomed in to  th e  o p e ra tio n  o f th e  Museum. S id  Vaughan se n t a 
l e t t e r  on b e h a lf  th e  Morse T e leg rap h  Club ask ing  to  u se  th e  Museum d ep o t fo r  
t h e i r  an n u a l m eeting  on A p r il  28, 1990. The T oledo , A ngola and W estern  Railway 
h as w r i t te n  co n cern in g  th e  wheel s e t s  f o r  s a le .  Mr. Byron C. O stby donated  a 
q u a n t i ty  o f  books from th e  W isconsin  R a ilro a d  A s s o c ia t io n .  Jon  Neumann has 
d o n a ted  th e  two base  s t a t i o n  rem ote r a d io  u n i t s  f o r  th e  o f f i c e  b u i ld in g  and 
t i c k e t  o f f i c e  a s  w e ll a s  th e  M otoro la  ra d io  i n s t a l l e d  in  lo c o m o tiv e  1385. Postage  
h as been p ro v id ed  by V ince Mathews. The G reat N o rth ern  Nekoosa C o rp o ra tio n  has 
g iv e n  fu n d s to  m atch th e  d o n a tio n  o f  M arsh a ll B u e h le r. T w o-fo r-one  m atching funds 
w ere d o n a ted  by th e  Mobil F o u ndation  in  re sp o n se  to  a g i f t  from F.M. S p rin g e r.

14 /  M id-Continent Railway G azette



J e f f e r y  Bloohm donated  cash  fo r  th e  p la q u e s  g iv e n  a t  th e  annual banquet. A 
d o n a tio n  to  th e  c a le n d a r  fund was re c e iv e d  from  Norman F ie d le r .  C arl Traub has 
g iv e n  money tow ard  th e  la n d sc a p in g  p r o j e c t .  The Soo L in e  H is to r ic a l  and T e c h n ic a l 
S o c ie ty  a lo n g  w ith  W illiam  Armstrong have made c a s h  d o n a tio n s  toward th e  e le v a te d  
w atchm an’s s h a n ty . A d o n a tio n  to  th e  1385 lo c o m o tiv e  fund has been re c e iv e d  from 
Mr. and M rs. C h ris to p h e r  J .  B urger. V ince M atthew s p ro v id ed  money tow ards th e  
b anquet e x p e n s e s . Thomas Hruska and an annonymous donor have each g iven  cash  
to w ard s  th e  new ra d io  system . Jon Neumann p a id  f o r  th e  p e rm its  f o r  th e  ra d io  
sy s tem . Cash d o n a tio n s  tow ard th e  coach  shed hav e  been re c e iv e d  from Vince 
Mathews and Fred S p r in g e r .  U nassigned c a sh  d o n a t io n s  w ere donated  by Mr. and 
M rs. John  G reen and Edward J .  S te in h a u s e r .

T here  was n o th in g  to  r e p o r t  from th e  T re a s u re r  o r  th e  M anager.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
The Long Range P lan n in g  Committee in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e  c o n s tru c t io n  o f th e  c a r  

shop b u i ld in g  was com pleted  t h i s  week. F in a l  paym ent i s  to  be made to  th e  
c o n t r a c to r  n e x t week.

The S earch  Committee recommended a p p ro v a l o f  th e  fo llo w in g  t e x t  fo r  
a d v e r t i s i n g  f o r  a p p l ic a n t s  f o r  th e  E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c to r  p o s i t io n :

M id -C o n tin e n t, one o f  th e  to p  h i s t o r i c  r a i l r o a d  o p e ra t io n s  in  th e  c o u n try , 
se e k s  a  f u l l - t i m e  E x ecu tiv e  D i r e c to r ,  to  be r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  s a fe  and 
e f f i c i e n t  museum o p e r a t io n ,  h i r in g  and s u p e rv is in g  em ployees, b u d g e ts , s a le s  
and m a rk e tin g , p u rc h a s in g , and c o o rd in a t in g  v o lu n te e r  work sc h e d u le s . 
B a c h e lo r 's  d e g re e  o r  e q u iv a le n t  e x p e r ie n c e  r e q u i r e d .  S a la ry , $25,000 to  
$ 3 5 ,0 0 0 , depending  on e x p e r ie n c e . A p p l ic a t io n  d e a d l in e :  A p ril 15. W rite  
f o r  jo b  d e s c r ip t io n  and d e t a i l s .  S earch  C om m ittee, M id-C ontinen t Railway 
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty , P .O . Box 14405, M adison, W isco n sin  53714.

The com m ittee  a l s o  recommended h i r in g  an in te r im  M anager.

OLD BUSINESS
M otion by B u hrm aste r, second by Nordeng, to  ap p ro v e  th e  Search  Committee’s 

recom m endation  f o r  an a d v e r tise m e n t f o r  an E x e c u tiv e  D ir e c to r  u sin g  th e  f u l l  name 
f o r  th e  Museum in  l i e u  o f  "M id -C o n tin e n t.” P assed  unan im o u sly . Gruber
recommended h i r in g  Edmond M inihan a s  an in te r im  Manager u n t i l  about mid-M arch. 
M otion by B r i s t ,  second by Nordeng, to  a u th o r iz e  th e  P re s id e n t  and John Gruber to  
c o n tin u e  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  need and p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  an  in te r im  M anager, and 
c o n ta c t  th e  Board by te le p h o n e  c o n fe re n c e  c a l l  i f  n eed ed . Motion passed  w ith  
P a r r  and B uhrm aste r v o tin g  no.

M otion by B r i s t ,  second by O seland , to  ta k e  th e  S ladky  c o n tr a c t  o f f  th e  t a b l e  
to a llo w  d i s c u s s io n .  P assed  unan im ously . A f te r  a s h o r t  d is c u s s io n ,  m otion by 
N ordeng, second by B r i s t ,  to  r e t a b l e  th e  m o tio n . M otion p assed  w ith  Oseland 
v o tin g  no .

In  re sp o n s e  to  G ru b e r’ s comments ab o u t t im e ly  r e p o r t s  and agenda, P re s id e n t  
Bloohm re q u e s te d  t h a t  a l l  m in u te s , ag enda, m o tio n s , and r e p o r t s  be su b m itted  to  
th e  D ir e c to r s  w ith  s u f f i c i e n t  tim e to  a llo w  th e  m a te r ia l  to  be read  b e fo re  th e  
Board m e e tin g .  P assed  unan im ously .

M otion by B r i s t ,  second by H ruska, to  a u th o r iz e  John G ruber to  p re p a re  th e  
1991 Steam C a len d ar fo r  p r in t in g  b e fo re  th e  1990 summer se a so n . Motion by 
B u h rm aste r, second by P a r r ,  to  ta b le  th e  m otion  to  a llo w  tim e to  d is c u s s  the  
c a le n d a r  w ith  D ick Goddard. Passed  u n an im o u sly .

G ruber l e f t  th e  m eeting  to  a t t e n d  th e  m em orial s e rv ic e  f o r  David P. Morgan. 
H is p roxy  was g iv en  to  P a r r .

Bloohm to ld  about th e  m eeting  w ith  th e  W isconsin  D epartm ent o f T ra n s p o r ta t io n  
c o n c e rn in g  o u r g rade  c r o s s in g .  T rees need to  be removed and trimmed back in  th e  
a re a  o f th e  W alnut S t r e e t  c r o s s in g .  M otion by B r i s t ,  second by Nordeng, to  
a u th o r iz e  th e  P re s id e n t  to  fo llo w  up w ith  th e  c ro s s in g  recom m endations as p rov ided  
by th e  W isconsin  DOT. Passed  u nan im ously .
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The C&NW combine c a r  was d is c u s s e d .  A r i d e r  has been lo c a te d  to  accompany 
th e  c a r  in  movement. He w i l l  work a s  a p r iv a t e  c o n t r a c to r .  M otion by P a r r ,  
second by B r i s t ,  to  a u th o r iz e  up to  $ 4 ,000  ou t o f th e  i n t e r e s t  fund to  pay th e  
a d d i t io n a l  amount needed fo r  th e  p u rc h a se  o f  th e  combine and to  pay tow ards th e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t s .  Passed u n an im o u sly .

There was a d is c u s s io n  on m ain l i n e  e v e n ts  u sin g  locom otive 1385. M otion by 
B r i s t ,  second by H ruska, to  a u th o r iz e  th e  P re s id e n t  to  n e g o t ia te  f o r  C ircu s  T ra in  
and fo r  e x c u rs io n s  pending f i n a l  a p p ro v a l  by th e  Board of D ir e c to r s .  P assed  
u nan im ously .

Museum member Ray Mohlman has r e q u e s te d  th e  Museum to  e s t a b l i s h  a  t r u s t  fund 
a t  a bank o r  under a t r u s t e e  to  a d m in is te r  h is  m em orial fund when i t  i s  d o n a ted  
to  th e  Museum.

The Museum i s  th in k in g  ab o u t f i l i n g  a g ra n t  a p p l ic a t io n  w ith  th e  W isconsin  
H um anities F o u n d a tio n . T h is g ra n t  co u ld  be used fo r  e x h ib i ts  and b ro c h u re s  
showing lo c a l  h i s to r y  in c lu d in g  th e  i r o n  m in ing  in  th e  LaRue a r e a .

NEW BUSINESS
M otion by P a r r ,  second by N ordeng, to  a u th o r iz e  $1,350 from th e  104 sa v in g s  

acco u n t to  h i r e  P au l W olff to  c o n t in u e  th e  work on c a r  104. M otion p assed  w ith  
O seland v o tin g  no.

Sandy Hamlet has re q u e s te d  to  u s e  th e  "board room" fo r  th e  c o n c e s s io n  s e r v i c e  
a t  Snow T ra in . M otion by B u h rm aste r, second by O seland, to  deny th e  r e q u e s t  to  
u se  th e  g e n e ra l  o f f i c e  fo r  th e  Snow T ra in  c o n c e ss io n  s e rv ic e . Passed  u n an im o u sly .

M otion by B r i s t ,  second by N ordeng, to  a llo w  th e  Morse T e leg rap h  Club to  u s e  
th e  depot f o r  t h e i r  an n u a l m e e tin g . P assed  unanim ously .

B r is t  asked  t h a t  th e  Museum be r e p re s e n te d  a t  th e  S t .  C h a rle s  show a g a in  t h i s  
y e a r .  M otion by B u hrm aste r, second by P a r r ,  to  a u th o r iz e  M id-C ontinen t to  hav e  a 
boo th  a t  th e  S t .  C h a rle s  show w ith  e x h i b i t s  and s a l e s .  Passed u n an im ously .

At th e  TRAIN co n v en tio n  in  D enver, th e  Cumbres and T o ltec  S cen ic  R ailw ay le d  
a workshop on th e  u se  o f v o lu n te e s  a t  th e  museum. M id-C ontinent may be a b le  to  
u se  t h i s  in fo rm a tio n  to  improve o u t v o lu n te e r  program .

M id-C ontinen t need s to  e s t a b l i s h  p r i o r i t i e s  and in  p a r t i c u l a r  to  e s t a b l i s h  
more museum d is p la y s  f o r  our v i s i t i n g  p u b l ic .

F u tu re  d a te s  w i l l  in c lu d e  Board m e e tin g s  on F eb ruary  11, March 11, and A p r i l  
8 as w e ll a s  th e  S p ring  F lin g  a c t i v i t i e s  on A p r il  21-22, 1990.

M otion by N ordeng, second by P a r r ,  to  a d jo u rn  th e  m ee tin g . P assed  
unan im ously . The m eeting  was ad jo u rn e d  a t  11:55 AM.

F ebruary  11, 1990

Board members p r e s e n t  w ere: N ordeng, B uhrm aste r, G ruber, P a r r ,  Emhoff,
O seland , Bloohm, and H ruska. B r i s t  was i l l  and he had g iven h is  proxy to  G ru b e r. 
A lso a tte n d in g  th e  m eeting  were: Bruce P a r f i t t ,  Ed M inihan, S teve P a h l, Bob 
S ladky , and Paul Swanson.

The m eeting  was c a l le d  to  o rd e r  by P re s id e n t  Bloohm a t  9:05 AM in  th e  
g en era l o f f i c e .

The m in u te s  o f th e  Jan u ary  m ee tin g  s ta n d  approved as c o r re c te d .

VICE PRESIDENT OPERATIONS REPORT
Pahl p re se n te d  a w r i t te n  r e p o r t .  S u p e r in te n d e n t T is le r  in d ic a te d  th a t  crew s 

f o r  Snow T ra in  have been a rra n g e d  and th e  members invo lved  n o t i f i e d .  The f r e i g h t  
t r a i n  i s  schedu led  to  run fo llo w in g  th e  10:30A, 12:00N, and l:3 0 P  p assen g e r 
t r a i n s .  I f  p a tro n a g e  w a r ra n ts ,  a rra n g e m e n ts  w i l l  be made to  ru n  th e  f r e i g h t
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fo llo w in g  th e  2 :45P  and 4 :00P p assen g er t r a i n s .  Milwaukee Road locom otive  #988 
w i l l  be used  a s  th e  sw itc h  eng ine and back up power th ro u g h o u t th e  weekend. The 
ow ners a re  in  th e  p ro c e s s  of p re p a r in g  th e  lo co m o tiv e  f o r  s e rv ic e .  On F rid a y , 
F eb ru ary  16, an in s p e c t io n  t r a i n  w i l l  d e p a r t  N orth  Freedom a t  l l :0 0 A  fo r  
Q u a r tz i te  Lake u s in g  locom otive  WC&C #1, G reat N o rth e rn  co ach , and th e  DM&IR 
cab o o se . The news m edia w i l l  be allow ed  to  r i d e  t h i s  t r a i n  and th e  g e n e ra l 
p u b lic  w i l l  be a f fo rd e d  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  p u rc h a se  t i c k e t s  on a f i r s t  come, 
f i r s t  s e rv e  b a s i s .  The DM&IR caboose w i l l  be used  f o r  t r a i n  and m ain tenance of 
way crew s o n ly . B i l l  R aia w i l l  conduct th e  n ig h t  photo  s e s s io n  and t r a i n  both 
F rid a y  and S a tu rd a y . I t  ap p ea rs  th a t  th e  n ig h t  t r a i n  w i l l  be a Snow T ra in  
s ta n d a rd .  L a s t y e a r  was th e  f i r s t  y ea r  we t r i e d  th e  n ig h t  t r a i n  and i t  ap pears 
to  be a s u c c e s s .  C h a rle s  W iesner r e p o r t s  t h a t  th e  F i r s t  C la ss  s e rv ic e  c a r s ,  Soo 
2017 and C&NW 440, a r e  s ta f f e d  and read y  to  go f o r  Snow T ra in . Mr. W iesner 
re q u e s te d  t h a t  steam  h e a t be a p p lie d  to  th e  2017 on T hursday , F eb ru ary  15. At 
t h i s  tim e , i t  i s  p lan n ed  to  f i r e  th e  WC&C #1 on Wednesday morning th e  14th  and 
th e  C&NW 1385 on T hursday . B i l l  Raia r e p o r t s  t h a t  th e  p a ssen g e r equipm ent i s  
re a d y  o th e r  th a n  a m inor steam le a k  under th e  Soo 2017 g a l le y  t h a t  must be 
r e p a i r e d .  The an n u a l s a f e ty  and r u le s  c l a s s  w i l l  be conducted  May 5 and 6. Time 
and lo c a t io n  w i l l  be fo rth co m in g . A ll members who d e s i r e  to  e n te r  th e  o p e ra tin g  
d ep artm en t w i l l  be r e q u ire d  to  a t te n d  t h i s  t r a i n in g  c l a s s  b e fo re  making any 
s tu d e n t t r i p s .  C u rren t o p e ra tin g  p e rso n n e l a re  encouraged  to  a ls o  a t te n d  t h i s  
c l a s s .  Mr. W iesner i s  s t i l l  working w ith  C irc u s  World Museum on a rrangem en ts to  
p u l l  th e  C irc u s  T ra in  w ith  our C&NW 1385 lo c o m o tiv e . O ther e x c u rs io n s  a re  
pend ing  on th e  WICT, i . e .  M cFarland, Mazomanie, and W alw orth. P re s id e n t  Bloohm 
has more d e t a i l s  on t h i s  s u b je c t .  S u p e r in te n d e n t T i s l e r  would l i k e  to  make th e  
fo llo w in g  ap p o in tm e n ts : A s s t. S u p t. O p e ra tio n s  -  Jon  Neumann, T ra in m as te r  -  Doug 
C ra ry , Road Foreman o f Engines -  Greg V e r te in ,  S a fe ty  O f f ic e r  and R ules Examiner 
-  S teven  P a h l ,  and C h ie f D isp a tch e r -  W illiam  D unbar. S u p e r in te n d e n t P e te r s  
r e p o r te d  t h a t  two work s e s s io n s  took  p la c e  on th e  weekends o f Ja n u a ry  13 and 27 
in  th e  en g in e  h o u se . The membership tu rn o u t was e x t r a o rd in a r y .  P ah l can no t 
remember th e  l a s t  tim e  he saw bo th  m i l l in g  m achines and l a th e s  o p e ra tin g  a t  th e  
same tim e! Much work was accom plished th e s e  w eekends. Hub l i n e r s  on th e  C&NW 
1385 were rem oved, r e - b a b b i t t e d ,  and m achined . The pony t ru c k  fo r  th e  D&R 9 was 
d is a s se m b le d , r e b u i l t ,  and reassem b led . The p i l o t  beam on th e  WC&C 1 was removed 
and re p la c e d  w ith  a new beam, th e  main d r iv in g  w heel t i r e  on th e  e n g in e e r ’s s id e  
was rem oved, re-shim m ed and re p la c e d , and th e  v a lv e  and p i s to n  rod pack ing  was 
r e p a i r e d .  There a r e  s t i l l  some m inor r e p a i r s  t h a t  need to  be com pleted  to  both  
th e  WC&C 1 and th e  C&NW 1385 to  read y  them f o r  Snow T ra in . S tan  Nordeng and 
a s s o c i a t e s  removed th e  c o a l conveyor l a s t  December f o r  r e b u i ld in g .  Worn gears  
and s p ro c k e ts  w ere re p la c e d  w ith  new. T his shou ld  c u re  th e  p rob lem s we have had 
in  th e  p a s t w ith  th e  c o n v ey o rs . R ick P e te r s  i s  p la n n in g  to  have more work 
s e s s io n s  in  th e  n e a r  f u tu r e .  T h is  i s  a d e f i n i t e  must i f  we a r e  go in g  to  keep our
o p e ra t in g  f l e e t  in  ru n n in g  c o n d i t io n  and add o th e r  lo c o m o tiv e s  to  th e  s ta b le .  Our 
h a t  i s  o f f  to  a l l  t h a t  p a r t i c ip a t e d  and worked hard  th o s e  two w eekends. L ets keep 
i t  up and encourage  o th e r s  to  j o i n  in  and h e lp  in  th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  see ing  
r e s t o r a t i o n  and p r e s e r v a t io n  come a l i v e .  B i l l  R aia i s  s te p p in g  down as
S u p e r in te n d e n t o f th e  Car D epartm ent. Mr. Raia has se rv ed  w e ll in  t h i s  p o s i t io n  
o v e r th e  p a s t  y e a r s ,  b u t due to  o th e r  commitments, B i l l  f e e l s  t h a t  he w i l l  not 
have th e  tim e  n e c e s s a ry  to  c o n tin u e  in  t h i s  c a p a c ity .  Mr. R aia  h as in d ic a te d  th a t  
he w i l l  s t i l l  a s s i s t  when he c a n . P ah l ap p o in ted  Mr. P au l Swanson to  f i l l  the  
p o s i t i o n  o f S u p e r in te n d e n t of th e  Car D epartm ent. Mr. Swanson i s  v e ry  
know ledgeab le  in  t h i s  f i e l d  and P ah l i s  su re  he w i l l  do a  f i n e  jo b .  C u rre n tly ,
Mr. Swanson i s  s e t t i n g  up one o f  th e  C ircu s  World box c a r s  to  s to r e  p a r t s  and 
m a te r ia l s  f o r  th e  c a r  d e p a rtm e n t. Many of th e s e  p a r t s  and m a te r ia l s  a r e  being 
r e lo c a te d  from one o f  th e  th r e e  C&NW box c a r s  t h a t  a r e  on lo a n .  P r e s e n t ly ,  th e s e  
c a r s  a r e  b e ing  em ptied  so th ey  can  be re tu rn e d  to  t h e i r  ow ner. T h is  w i l l  open up 
an a d d i t i o n a l  150 f e e t  o f  t r a c k  space  t h a t  can be used to  s t o r e  museum equipm ent. 
P la n n in g  i s  s t i l l  c o n tin u in g  on th e  W alnut S t re e t  g rad e  c r o s s in g  reh ab  p r o je c t .  
Dave Bierm an and G erry  P i tz e n  a r e  c o o rd in a tin g  t h i s  program . Work w i l l  begin 
som etim e in  A p r il  1990. F u rth e r  in fo rm a tio n  w i l l  be fo r th c o m in g . Dave Bierman 
and a s s o c i a t e s  c l e a r - c u t  th e  b ru sh  around th e  depo t p la tfo rm  and su rro u n d in g  a rea  
on th e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  WDOT and P re s id e n t  Bloohm. The p la n  i s  to  r e p la n t  th e  a re a  
a lo n g  th e  p la tfo rm  w ith  bushes and f lo w e rs  t h i s  s p r in g .  Some m inor t r a c k  r e p a i r s  
rem ain  to  be com pleted  on th e  m a in lin e  by Snow T ra in . T h is  w i l l  be accom plished 
th e  week p r io r  to  th e  ev en t (F eb ru ary  1 1 ). I t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  p la n s  f o r  Snow T ra in
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a r e  coming to g e th e r  as e x p e c te d . As we know, many hard  and long v o lu n te e r  hours 
w i l l  be n e c e s sa ry  to  make Snow T ra in  ’ 90 a n o th e r  s u c c e s s fu l  M id-C ontinen t e v en t. 
S te v e  P ah l i s  c o n f id e n t t h a t  our v o lu n te e r s  can  do th e  jo b  and a ls o  enjoy  th e  
f r u i t s  of t h e i r  la b o r . M otion by P a r r ,  second by G ru b er, to  a c c e p t th e  re p o r t  of 
th e  VP of O p e ra tio n s . Passed  u nan im ously .

VICE PRESIDENT FINANCE REPORT
B uhrm aster re p o r te d  t h a t  th e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a tu s  of th e  M id -C on tinen t Railway 

Museum a s  o f th e  end of Ja n u a ry  1990 was a s  fo llo w s : The check ing  accoun t b a lan ce  
i s  $358, th e  sa v in g s  acco u n t b a la n c e  i s  $34 ,227 , th e  R a ilro a d  R e s to r a t io n  T ru s t 
Fund b a lan ce  i s  $34,003, and th e  Museum p r e s e n t ly  has an  o u ts ta n d in g  lo a n  b a la n c e  
o f  $61 ,516 . The t o t a l  income f o r  th e  month was $4,239 w h ile  $31,521 in  expenses 
w ere p a id , le a v in g  an a c c o u n ts  p a y a b le  b a la n c e  o f $29 ,366 . For th e  1989/1990 
f i s c a l  y ea r  to  d a te ,  th e  t o t a l  income f o r  th e  Museum i s  $33,844 and th e  t o t a l  
expenses f o r  th e  year a re  $9 9 ,4 7 2 . Some of th e  re q u e s te d  departm en t b u d g e ts  were 
n o t su b m itted  u n t i l  t h i s  weekend and a s  a r e s u l t ,  B uhrm aster d id  n o t have tim e to  
p re p a re  a recommended budget f o r  t h e  Board to  c o n s id e r .  M otion by P a r r ,  second 
by Nordeng, to  acce p t th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  VP o f F in an ce . P assed  u n an im ously .

SECRETARY'S REPORT
Hruska re p o r te d  t h a t  J e n n in g s , Hood, and A s so c ia te s  have f o r  s a l e  a  new book 

on c r e a t in g  an e f f e c t iv e  g o v e rn in g  b o a rd . Hundman P u b lish in g  s e n t  a f l y e r  
prom oting  S tan  M a ile r 's  new book on th e  G reen Bay and W estern  R a ilro a d , P a c i f i c  
R a il in d u s t r i e s  has w r i t te n  in q u i r in g  ab o u t th e  s a le  o f w h e e ls e ts .  Norman B. 
Bowman has donated  a q u a n t i ty  o f  b u l l e t i n s  and m agazines. An u n a ss ig n e d  cash  
d o n a tio n  was re c e iv e d  from Donald P lo tk in .

TREASURER'S REPORT
Emhoff had n o th in g  to  add to  B u h rm a s te r 's  r e p o r t ,  b u t she  d id  reem p h asize  

th e  la c k  o f funds in  th e  ch eck in g  a c c o u n t .  Motion by N ordeng, second by O seland , 
to  a c c e p t th e  r e p o r t  o f th e  T re a s u r e r .  P assed  unan im ously .

MANAGER’S REPORT
In te rim  Manager Ed M inihan re p o r te d  on p r e p a ra t io n s  f o r  Snow T ra in . No p a id  

a d v e r t i s in g  has been p u rch ase d  b u t numerous news r e le a s e s  have been d i s t r i b u t e d .
Boy Scou ts w i l l  be h e lp in g  in  th e  p a rk in g  l o t .  P aid  h e lp  w i l l  m a in ta in  th e  
re s tro o m s. Four p o r ta b le  t o i l e t s  w i l l  be a v a i l a b le  n ea r  th e  re s tro o m s. A 
90-second te l e v i s io n  p ro m o tio n a l sp o t has been p re p a re d . T h is i s  fo llow ed  by 3 
o r  4 m inu tes o f Museum s c e n e s . M otion by O seland , second by Emhoff, to  a c c e p t 
th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  M anager. P assed  u n an im ously .

COMMITTEE REPORTS
The Search  Committee r e p o r te d  t h a t  th e y  have p laced  ads f o r  an E x ecu tiv e  

D ire c to r  in  th e  Locom otive and R ailw ay P re s e r v a t io n  and in  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  fo r  
th e  N atio n a l A s so c ia t io n  f o r  S ta te  and L ocal H is to ry . The Members Committee 
asked i f  th e  Steam er co u ld  be m ailed  to  a l l  members. They a ls o  asked t h a t  work 
s e s s io n s  be planned in  s u f f i c i e n t  tim e to  a llo w  fo r  p o s tin g  o f th e  p la n s . The 
com m ittee a ls o  no ted  t h a t  a number o f Board members have n o t been a t te n d in g  th e  
Members M eetings. The d a te s  f o r  f u tu r e  Board M eetings w ere d ec id ed  so th e  m ee tin g  
announcem ents may be p o s te d . The m ee tin g s  a r e  sched u led  a s  fo llo w s : May 20, Ju n e  
17, Ju ly  15, August 12, and Septem ber 9.

OLD BUSINESS
Bob Sladky p re s e n te d  a w r i t te n  r e p o r t  on th e  c u r re n t  s o l i c i t a t i o n  f o r  th e  

R a ilro ad  R e s to ra tio n  T ru s t Fund. As o f  F eb ruary  8 , 171 p eo p le  had donated  $ 7 ,0 8 3 . 
H is r e p o r t  showed how th e s e  d o n a tio n s  w ere d i s t r i b u t e d  amoung th e  v a r io u s  RRTF 
p r o j e c t s .  At th e  December Board M eeting th e r e  was a m o tion  by G ruber, second by 
O seland , th a t  th e  P re s id e n t  te rm in a te  th e  f iv e -y e a r  c o n t r a c t  w ith  th e  Museum’s 
p ro fe s s io n a l  fund r a i s e r ,  R obert S lad k y . The m otion  was ta b le d  a t  th a t  m e e tin g . 
M otion by G ruber, second by O se lan d , to  b r in g  th e  p r o fe s s io n a l  fund r a i s e r  m otion  
from th e  t a b l e .  Passed  u n an im o u sly . M otion by G ruber, second by Nordeng, to  
amend th e  m otion to  re a d  " th a t  th e  P re s id e n t  im m edia te ly  te rm in a te  th e  f iv e - y e a r  
c o n t r a c t  w ith  th e  Museum’s p r o f e s s io n a l  fund  r a i s e r ,  R obert S la d k y ."  The m otion  
to  amend was passed  u n an im o u sly . G ruber s a id  he fav o re d  te rm in a tin g  th e  a g reem en t, 
signed  November 16, 1984, b ecau se  th e  S to n e f ie ld  C a lendar Company i s  a p o s s ib le  
c o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t  w hich  sh o u ld  have been d isc u sse d  in  advance w ith  th e  B oard ,
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and because r e p o r ts  had n o t  been su b m itted  in  a t im e ly  manner as o u t l in e d  in  th e  
c o n t r a c t .  The amended m o tio n  f a i l e d  w ith  G ruber, O se lan d , and B r i s t ’ s proxy 
v o tin g  y es . M otion by G ru b e r, second by O se lan d , to  go in to  E x ecu tiv e  S e s s io n . 
M otion p assed . The Board had a d is c u s s io n  w ith  Mr. S lad k y .

At th e  Ja nuary  Board M eeting th e r e  was a m otion  by B r i s t ,  second by H ruska, 
to  a u th o r iz e  John G ruber to  p re p a re  th e  1991 Steam C alendar f o r  p r in t in g  b e fo re  
th e  1990 summer se aso n . The m otion  was ta b le d  a t  t h a t  m e e tin g . Motion by N ordeng, 
second by H ruska, to  b r in g  th e  1991 Steam C alendar m otion  from th e  t a b l e .  P assed  
unanim ously . A f te r  a b r i e f  d i s c u s s io n ,  th e  m otion  was p assed  w ith  P a r r  v o tin g  no .

The Chicago and N orth  W estern  combine c a r  p u rch ased  in  C o n n e c tic u t has s t a r t e d  
i t s  move to  M id-C ontinen t b u t was no t ac c e p te d  fo r  in te rc h a n g e  by C o n r a i l . I t  
would c o s t  about $1 ,000  to  r e p a i r  a number o f  sm a ll ite m s n o t co u n tin g  th e  
c o u p le r s .  The Museum w i l l  t r y  to  g e t an exem ption  on th e  d raw b ars. M otion by 
B uhrm aste r, second by N ordeng, to  a u th o r iz e  $1,000 from  th e  d o n a tio n  box to  be 
p laced  in to  th e  com bine a c c o u n t f o r  r e p a i r s  to  our c a r .  P assed  unan im ously .

NEW BUSINESS
Nekoosa Paper h as o f f e r e d  to  d o n a te , w ith  no s t r i n g s  a t ta c h e d ,  a 1965 ALCO 

C415 d ie s e l  lo co m o tiv e . M otion by G ru b e r, second by Nordeng, to  a u th o r iz e  th e  
P re s id e n t  to  a c c e p t th e  Nekoosa Paper ALCO lo co m o tiv e  #21 a t  h is  d i s c r e t i o n  fo r  
u se  as tr a d in g  s to c k , to  s e l l  f o r  p r o f i t ,  o r  to  l e a s e  th e  lo com otive  f o r  p r o f i t .  
Passed  unanim ously .

In te r im  Manager Ed M inihan was h i r e d  two weeks ago a f t e r  P re s id e n t  Bloohm 
had p o lle d  th e  B oard. M otion by G ru b e r, second by Nordeng, to  approve th e  h i r in g  
o f Ed M inihan u n t i l  A p r i l  1 a t  th e  r a t e  o f  $12 p er h o u r. M otion p assed  w ith  P a r r  
and B uhrm aster a b s ta in in g .

M otion by B u hrm aste r, second by G ru b e r, to  ap p ro v e  S teve P a h l’ s app o in tm en t 
o f Paul Swanson as S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  th e  Car D epartm en t. Passed  u n an im ously .

Motion by B u hrm aste r, second by P a r r ,  to  approve Lovina T i s l e r ’s 
ap p o in tm en ts  of Doug C rary  a s  T ra in m a s te r ,  S tev e  P ah l a s  S a fe ty  O f f ic e r  and R ules 
Exam iner, and W illiam  Dunbar a s  C h ief D is p a tc h e r .  Passed  unanim ously .

Mazomanie has re q u e s te d  a n o th e r  e x c u r s io n .  Bloohm w i l l  g e t  more in fo rm a tio n .

The Steam er was d is c u s e d . Lovina T is l e r  w i l l  c o n tin u e  a s  E d ito r  w ith  h e lp  
from th e  Membership Committee a n d /o r  Ken H o jn ack i.

The an n u a l camp c a r  f e e  m a ilin g  w i l l  be s e n t o u t to  c a r  owners a t  th e  Museum 
and th e  same r a t e  i s  to  app ly  to  Dave Wantz fo r  th e  u se  o f th e  ca b in  in  P in e  T ree  
p a rk .

The Shay steam  lo co m o tiv e  w i l l  be p la c e d  on th e  A p r il  agenda.

M otion by B u hrm aste r, second by N ordeng, to  r e q u e s t  $3,000 from th e  R a ilro a d  
R e s to r a t io n  T ru s t Fund tow ards th e  p u rc h a se  o f  th e  C&NW combine c a r .  P assed  
unan im ously .

Steam lo co m o tiv e  #22 has had a  change o f  o w n ersh ip . Ed Pung re m a in s  a s  a 
p a r t i a l  ow ner. D ick G oddard’s i n t e r e s t s  have been pu rchased  by B i l l  B u h rm as te r,
Ray B uhrm aste r, and Don G in te r .  I t  i s  th e  in t e n t  o f  th e  owners to  r e p a i r  th e  
lo co m o tiv e  and make i t  a v a i l a b le  f o r  u s e  a t  th e  Museum under a Museum lo c o m o tiv e  
l e a s e .  The new ow ners would l i k e  to  c o n tin u e  to  u s e  c a r  #76 a s  a shop and s to r a g e  
area f o r  t h e i r  lo co m o tiv e  p r o j e c t .  M otion by G ru b er, second by N ordeng, to  a l lo w  
th e  ow ners o f  lo c o m o tiv e  #22 to  c o n t in u e  to  u se  c a r  #76 fo r  t h e i r  lo c o m o tiv e  
p r o j e c t .  M otion p a s se d  w ith  B uhrm aster a b s ta in in g .

M otion by N ordeng, second by P a r r ,  to  a d jo u rn  th e  m ee tin g . M otion p a sse d  
w ith  O seland v o tin g  n o . The m ee tin g  a d jo u rn e d  a t  12 :50  PM.
( re c e iv e d  f o r  p u b l ic a t io n  7 /2 2 /9 0 )
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S C H E D U L E D
August

11 Members meeting, 8 p.m.
12 Board meeting, 9 a.m.

17-19 27th Badger Steam & Gas Engine 
Club Show, Baraboo

Septem ber
2 Members picnic, after last train, 

features locomotive steamed 
sweet com. Bring dish to pass 
and $3 donation.

9 Board meeting, 9 a.m.
14-16 McFarland steam train

October
6-7

13-14 Autumn Color weekends
13 Annual meeting, election of 

directors, 8 p.m.
14 Board meeting, 9 a.m.
21 Weekend operation ends.

October
19-21 Railway preservation

symposium, Strasburg, Pa.
26-28 Model railroad show.

Holiday Inn, Highways 12-18 
Madison

November
1-4 TRAIN convention, 

Huntington, W.Va.
3 Annual banquet, Viking II, 

Baraboo
11 Board meeting, 9 a.m.

D ecem ber
8 Members meeting, 8 p.m.
9 Board meeting, 9 a.m.

Cover. Changes can be seen 
early in August at the La Rue 
quarry.

P.O. Box 55
North Freedom , WI 5 3 9 5 1

N onprofit O rganization  
U.S. P ostage Paid

Perm it No. 2 . 
North Freedom , WI 5 3 9 5 1

A ddress C orrection R eq u ested


