
NO. 3 , JULY 19



1385 Repairs Begin
Drive wheels and axles from steam  locomotive no. 1385 are in 

Birm ingham , Ala., for repairs.
While two cranes from Dawes lifted no. 1385 abou t four feet on 

Ju n e  28, the six wheels were rolled away from the locomotive. At the 
end of the 3 -hour operation, the  cranes placed no. 1385’s boiler and 
fram e behind the engine house on wood cribbing. No. 1385 weights 
abou t 72 tons light, w ithout w ater in  the boiler; its drive wheels are 
63 inches in diam eter. After cleaning, the wheels and axles waited 
outside next to the C-415 diesel (below). They left North Freedom 
Friday, Ju ly  8.

The repairs a t  Steam  O perations Corp., Birmingham, are expected 
to take abou t a m onth. An inspection there showed more problem s 
th a n  anticipated. The work includes re-shim m ing the th ree wheel 
se ts  and  tu rn ing  six tires, p lus axle m achining. The locomotive was 
taken  ou t of service because the first drive wheel had  moved inw ard 
5 /8 -in ch  on the axle.

W hen the wheels and axles re tu rn  to the m useum , reassem bly 
begins. If all goes well, the locomotive will be back in service in Sep- 
tem ber, before the A utum n Color w eekends in  October.

Locomotive 1385, purchased  by M id-Continent in  1961, pulled the 
first m useum  tra in s a t 
North Freedom in 1963.
In M idwestern tou rs 
since 1982, it h a s  v is­
ited five sta tes. No. 1385 
w as bu ilt by American 
Locomotive Co. in 1907 
for the Chicago and 
North W estern Railroad.

A fund raising cam ­
paign, to help w ith the 
1385 repairs and  boost 
the locomotive restora- 
tion fund, is beginning.
Letters are being sen t to 
m em bers and friends.

The M id-Continent Railway Gazette is published by the Mid- 
Continent Railway Historical Society, Inc., W. W alnut St., North 
Freedom, Wis. 53951-0358, 608/522-4261, and is distributed 
free to m em bers and  friends of the society. The contents of th is 
publication may not be reproduced in whole or in  p art w ithout 
consent of the editor, Jo h n  Gruber, 1430 Drake St., Madison, 
Wis. 53711. Vol. 27, No. 3, Ju ly  1994.
Mid-Continent is a  m em ber of Tourist Railway Association 
and Association of Railway M useum s 
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 R oundhouse 1

At the m idpoint in  the sum m er operat- 
ing season, M id-Continent continues 
active and rem em bers the d isastrous rain 
storm  of a  year ago.

Trains carried 14,576 riders through 
the end of Ju n e . The totals, w ith 1993 
num bers in  paren thesis, are 2,025 
(2,714) a t Snow Train, 417 in April; 5,280 
(3,953) in May, and 6,854 (7,402) in 
Ju n e . Revenue is down from a year ago.

A $126,000 mortgage a t Valley Bank, 
S auk  City, signed Ju ly  6-7, consolidates 
previous loans, pays the rem aining 1993 
accounts payable, and includes funds 
allocated for the sewerage holding tank. 
A ccounts payable are declining slowly.

An IRS form, R eturn of O rganization 
Exem pt from income Tax, show s an  ex- 
cess of $30,633 over expenses for Mid- 
C ontinent’s fiscal year ending Oct. 31. 
Total expenses for the year were 
$406,829, according to McGladrey & 
Pullen, Madison, M id-Continent’s audi- 
tors. Income for the year included 
$254,588 from tra in  fares. The auditors 
spread the cost of repairs (some $83,000) 
to Saginaw Timber #2 over ten  years. The 
full aud it report including a  cash  flow 
sta tem en t is expected by the end of July.

A fund raising letter has  been sen t to 
chief executive officers of 150 W isconsin 
corporations, asking for gifts "to establish  
a  contingency fund for capital improve­
m ents and equipm ent restoration .”

At it s  J u n e  5 m ee tin g , the board of 
directors elected Darcy Welke as  trea- 
su rer, replacing Skip Lichter. Jo h n  
Gruber, interim  secretary, w as elected 
secretary. The board voted 6-2 not to 
publish  m inu tes in  the Gazette. M inutes 
are available a t the m useum  office.

A p re-e lec tio n  forum  is scheduled a t 8 
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 13, a t the American 
Legion Hall in North Freedom. The nom i­
nating  com mittee is asking candidates for 
the board of directors to sign an  11 -point 
com m itm ent, w hich says, in  part, th a t

candidates pledge “to estab lish  as a high 
priority ... a ttendance a t all m eetings of 
the board, com mittees, and  task  forces.”

Terms of three directors expire: Jeff 
Bloohm, Jo h n  Gruber, and  Je rry  Pitzen. 
All are  eligible for reelection. Nominations 
are due by Aug. 24. Ballots m u st be re ­
tu rned  by the annua l m em bers meeting, 
Saturday, Oct. 8.

D on P in gel, conductor on the weekday 
tra in  crew, is sum m er m anager. O ther 
sum m ertim e employees include Kevin 
Rice, engineer; Ken
Ristow, firem an; Andy 
Ebbers, brakem an;
Darlene Cox, Marlene 
Schulte, ticket office;
Clayton Seekins.
Edna A rm bruster,
Ja m es Trudell, main- 
tenance; Nancy 
Miller, Ju d y  Shelton, 
gift shop; Mike Oaks,
David Lee, track  crew; 
and J im  Bertrand, 
engine house. Wava
Vertein, Lovina Tisler, and  Robert Ristow 
work year around.

N ation a l r eco g n it io n  continues in 
Locomotive & Railway Preservation. “We 
rely increasingly on reconstructed  set- 
tings like the M id-Continent Railway 
M useum  as stand -in s for experiences no 
longer available on b ran ch  or m ain lines,” 
Jo h n  Hankey, a contributing editor, said 
in the  July-Aug. issue (page 10).

C urator’s  d ep artm en t is requesting  
funds to add a 100 foot concrete working 
surface down the middle of the Car Shop. 
About half of the $1,000 needed for the 
project h as  been received.

In p rep aration  for the C&NW Histori- 
cal Society convention a t Baraboo in 
1995, Paul Sw anson h as  revived the 
C&NW drover’s caboose restoration. 

Continued on page 6
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During the month o f the circus train and M ilwaukee parade, the 
Gazette recognizes W isconsin's circus/rail heritage.

B
araboo, w hich called itself “the greatest show center in the 
world” a t the tu rn  of the century, w as home for m any well 
know circuses, including Ringling B rothers and  Gollmar 
Brothers. Their fleets of circus cars added to Baraboo's s ta tu re  as 

a railroad center.
B ut sm aller circuses, n o t as  well known today, also moved by 

rail. Dode Fisk’s G reat Combined Railroad Shows a t Wonewoc, 30 
miles w est of Baraboo on the C&NW, w as an  example.

Fisk's circus grew ou t of an  ac t featuring a trained  horse, Bobby. 
Fisk purchased  railroad cars, obtained two w agons from Moeller & 
Sons of Baraboo, and added an  asso rtm en t of anim als including a 
baby camel in 1908.

The Wonewoc Reporter called the w inter quarte rs a t the race 
track, a mile and  a half no rth  of the village, Circustown. “The 
inhab itan ts are no t all of the hum an  race for beautifu l ponies, 
intelligent canines, educated  horses, chattering  monkeys, roaring 
lions, the graceful zebra, the ponderous elephant, the sacred ox 
and num bers of wild b irds help to m ake ‘C ircustow n’ the m ost 
interesting spot in th is  neck of the woods,” the new spaper said. 
After a  g rand opening in  Wonewoc (“h undreds of people will testify 
th a t they got the ir money’s w orth”), Fisk loaded the show  on the 
special tra in  for the first time.

Circus contracts , although incomplete, give a glimpse of the 
routings and costs.

The show left Wonewoc May 16, stopping a t Galesville, Wis., and 
Plainview, Minn., before arriving a t Owatonna, Minn., May 20. The 
C&NW charged $450 for the special train  of 2 flat, 2 box, and 2 
passenger cars, p lus an  advance car carried in regular trains.
The final move of the season, for 7 cars from Freeport, Ill., Nov. 23 
to w inter q u arte rs  a t Wonewoc w ithout stops, cost $200.

For the 1909 season, the  Reporter described the Fisk show as 
“twice larger th a n  ever before and positively the largest circus un- 
der the  sole ow nership of one m an .” In an  editorial, the new spaper 
praised the “energy, perseverance and  grit displayed by our fellow 
tow nsm an, Dode Fisk.” Eleven more w agons cam e from Moeller. 
Railroad cars were pain ted  yellow. About 1,200 tu rned  o u t for the 
afternoon opening perform ance Saturday, May 15, half th a t num - 
ber for the evening program , and la ter the sam e evening the circus 
was on its way.

The C&NW charged $ 160 to move 3 passenger, 3 stock, and 
4 flat cars in  the special tra in  to the first stop, La Crosse, plus 
the advance car moving in  scheduled trains. For transporta tion  
between W atertown and  Bangor, Aug. 10-17, w ith stops a t 
Jefferson, Lodi, Baraboo, Kendalls, and  Norwalk, Fisk paid $900
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to the C&NW. For the next move, Bangor 
to Lake Benton, Minn., Aug. 17-Sept. 11, 
w ith 1 stop in  W isconsin, 12 in Minne- 
sota, and 8 in S outh  D akota, C&NW’s 
charge was $3,300.

By contrast, the Ringling Brothers paid 
$750 to C&NW for moving 83 cars in 4 
tra in s from Baraboo to Chicago in  April 
for the c ircus’ opening event. Gollmar 
B rothers w ith 22 cars paid $225 for the 
move from Baraboo to its opening May 10 
in Rockford. According to a  lis t from 
Show  World, published in  Chicago, nine 
railroad circuses were sm aller th an  Fiske. 
Seibel B rothers Show, a  dog and pony 
show from W atertown w ith a  passenger 
car and a baggage car, paid $765 for 
transporta tion  in regular tra in s from 
Negaunee, Mich., to Madison, Aug. 6-27, 
1906, including 17 stops.

F isk’s opening afternoon crowd in 1910 
increased to 1,500 Saturday, May 14, 
again with abou t half a s  m any for the 
evening perform ance. "All agreed th a t it 
was one of the b es t little show s on the 
road. The im provem ent over la s t year was 
m arked ,” the Reporter said.

The only contract for 1910 lists $975 
paid to Green Bay and  W estern.

Kewaunee, Green Bay and  W estern, 
A hnapee and W estern, and  W aupaca- 
Green Bay for the 10 car tra in  and 
advance car from W aupaca to Green Bay 
in A ugust w ith stops a t New London, 
Seymour, Kewaunee, Algoma, and  S tur- 
geon Bay.

The show never re tu rned  to Wonewoc.
It reached the end of the line in December 
in  Texas, and  had  to be sold.

A show m an to the end, Fisk did not 
lose in te rest in  circuses or Wonewoc. His 
funeral, w hich he arranged with a  Colum- 
bus, Ohio, funeral d irector a few weeks 
before h is death  Dec. 31, 1940, included 
m usic and rem em brances of “good times" 
by circus friends, and  national publicity. 
“It w as a g reat show ,” reported the Ohio 
Sta te Journal. A sign on the coffin said, 
“Dode’s request. No crying or whispering. 
Laugh. Talk. Walk around  and  have a 
good tim e.” After the buria l a few days 
la ter in  Wonewoc, the Reporter noted th a t 
F isk 's in struc tions resu lted  in  “probably 
one of the m ost unconventional funerals 
of all tim e.” JG

Gollm ar B roth ers c irc u s  tra in  a t Larned, K an., in  1 9 1 4 -1 5 . C ircus artifa cts  
and p h oto  from  R alph P ierce  c o lle c t io n
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Roundhouse 1
Continued from  page 3

Work, started  in  1984 and  resum ed th is 
sum m er, includes new  siding, windows, 
steps, and  platform s, and  painting.

S ix ty -o n e  m em bers and friends 
attended  the Spring Fling banquet April 
24 a t Farm  Kitchen. A rthur D ubin 's slide 
ta lks on the  im pact of railroads on the 
country and a chartered  trip on the T rans 
Siberian Express were well received.

T he la s t  b u ild in g  from the Vodak saw 
mill cam e down April 2.

One Year Later, a  poster prepared in 
cooperation with the Chicago and  North 
W estern, m arks the first anniversary  of 
the Ju ly  17, 1993, storm . Posters are 
being sen t to S auk  County civic leaders; 
a copy is posted outside the ticket office.

For th e  seco n d  tim e , a m em ber h as  
received a national railroad history award 
in photography from the Railway and 
Locomotive Historical Society.

The 1994 aw ard w ent to Jo h n  Gruber. 
He deserves recognition, “long overdue, 
for h is own leading role a t the forefront of 
contem porary interpretative photography 
of the railroading aren a ,” said William L. 
W ithuhn, cu ra to r of transporta tion  a t the 
Sm ithsonian  Institu tion  and chairm an 
of the aw ards panel.

At its annual m eeting in Pomona,
Calif., the  R&LHS announced  four 
w inners for 1994, the  13th year it has 
presented  the aw ards. Trains praised 
G ruber’s work and Focus on Rails, pub- 
lished by M id-Continent, in  an  editorial 
(“The trium ph  of the ‘sq u ash ’ sho t,” page 
6) in  the m agazine's Ju ly  issue.

Phil H astings received the aw ard in 
1985. H astings, M id-Continent p residen t 
in 1984-86, died in  1987; a  business car 
a t the m useum  is nam ed in his honor.

D eath s. Harold Armbruster, 74, North 
Freedom, Ju ly  13. He retired from Libby 
McNiel in  1981-82, had  worked as a 
m aintenance person  for M id-Continent 
for about 12 years.

Jack  Ahles, Mosinee, M arch 8.
Jam es P. Kaysen, 83, April 25, 

Cedarburg. He received a B.S. degree in 
1933 and civil engineering certificate in 
1938 from the University of W isconsin.
He is known for Railroads o f Wisconsin, 
published by th e  Railway and  Locomotive 
Historical Society (1937) and  careful 
m apping of W isconsin logging railroads.

Arthur M. Nessler, 87, April 25, 
Baraboo. He worked as  a railroad section 
m an, and then  for the Baraboo Police 
D epartm ent for 30 years un til 1961. He 
served on the Baraboo City Council and 
the Baraboo Police and Fire Commission,

Volunteers Needed
V olunteers (or, unpaid  staff m em bers 

in  term s used  today by m any nonprofit 
organizations) are needed for m any Mid- 
C ontinent projects.

C urator, restoration  of the Copper 
Range coach, no. 60, sanding and prim- 
ing on the exterior or refinishing of the 
oak interior; preparing the C&NW com - 
bine for painting. Bill B uhrm aster, 
708-246-9736.

E n gin eerin g , track  work. Jeff Nelson, 
715-693-2970.

M ech an ica l, locomotive #1385.
J im  Eng, 414-730-2250 or Bob Ristow, 
608-356-0443.

O p eration s, qualified crews for week- 
end service and o thers for special events. 
Crew caller, Al Joyce, 612-423-2730,

For other activities, Doug Crary, m em ­
bersh ip  secretary, 608-837-4542.

After a day's work, please leave a card 
w ith your nam e and  num ber of hours for 
Shirley Emhoff, 608-356-2673.

Gifts to Mid-Continent
Y our c o n tin u ed  su p p o rt of M id-C ontinen t's  a n n u a l fu n d  is v ital a s  

we begin  o u r  1994 se aso n  a t  N orth  Freedom  With renew ed  ded ica tion  
to e n h an c in g  ed u ca tio n a l reso u rces , im proving m u se u m  services, an d  
co n tin u in g  p rese rv a tio n  efforts. F u n d s  have ad d ed  im portance  a s  we 
rebu ild  m o m en tu m  lo st by th e  d isa s tro u s  ra in  s to rm  in  J u ly  1993.

S end  gifts now  to M id-C ontinen t Railw ay H istorical Society, N orth 
F reedom , Wis. 53951-0055 .
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Depot Marks 100th Year

M id-Continent’s depot, bu ilt 100 
years ago, is a well m aintained 
example of an  1890s railroad s tru c ­
tu re . It serves as a representative of 
the golden age of railroading, when 
sta tions occupied a central place in 
the life of com m unities.

From its beginning in  1894 a t 
Ablem an's, three miles w est of 
North Freedom, the frame depot has 
underdone transitions typical of rail
stations. It replaced a building destroyed 
May 30 by fire. It shared  its design with 
m any other sta tions. For example, in  the 
74 miles between M adison and Elroy. 
C&NW built sim ilar s ta tions a t 
W aunakee, 33 miles east, in 1896, and 
Wonewoc. 24 miles west, in  1888.

As business grew and com m unities 
expanded, citizens dem anded station  
improvements. Again, the situation  a t 
Ablem an's was typical. M id-Continent 
has  a drawing showing alterations m ade 
in Septem ber 1916, including a 27-foot 
addition, to 83 feet, and interior remodel- 
ing and  larger w aiting rooms.

The sta tion  served Ablem an's (renamed 
Rock Springs in 1949) th rough  the 
D epression and  World W ar II. C&NW 
operated 255 sta tions in  W isconsin w hen 
it proposed a central agency p lan  in 
1958; as approved in 1959, abou t 100 
residen t local agents could be w ithdrawn, 
and Rock Springs closed in 1961.

The Rock Springs building w as avail- 
able, recalled Bill Arm strong. “We were 
glad to get anything. This building is 
more attractive th a n  the  s tandard  p lan  of 
la ter years. It’s a nice looking depot,” said 
Arm strong, who w as in  a un ique position 
to influence a  C&NW-style restoration. He 
worked for the railroad’s engineering 
departm ent from 1946 un til retiring as 
engineer of buildings in  1981.

The C&NW officially “retired” the build- 
ing in 1964, and  donated the building in 
the next year. M id-Continent volunteers

A p o st card w ith  a draw ing o f  th e  d ep ot  
is  on  sa le  a t th e  Gift Shop.

prepared  for the move. They removed the 
roof, to lower the height of the building so 
it could clear power and  telephone lines, 
and cu t it in  two. In December 1965. a  
contractor moved the two pieces on a 
back road, w ith a steep hill, to the new 
foundation a t the  m useum .

Somehow, the foundation got 4-5 feet 
too long, so an  ex tra piece w as added to 
the building. “It d idn’t  h u r t anything," 
said Arm strong. M id-Continent m em bers 
spen t m any hours to re-install the 
rafters, apply roofing, and  scrap  and 
b u rn  paint. With restoration  nearly  com­
plete, the building opened for passengers 
in 1967. The former freight room becam e 
a  gift shop in  1968. A nother challenge, 
faced in 1970: repairing extensive dam age 
from a  fire April 4, 1970. Fortunately, the 
m useum ’s insu rance helped out.

W hen repainted  in  the early 1980s, 
Arm strong m atched C&NW chips as 
closely as  possible w ith com mercial paint, 
resulting  in  a building today more in tune  
w ith the C&NW’s m ain line pain t scheme, 
a  subdued  dusty  color w ith brown trim.

The restored depot was honored in 
“Depots and  Preservation” in the Nov.- 
Dec. 1992 issue of Locomotive & Railway 
Preservation. In 1994, more honors are 
headed its way, as it m arks its first 100 
years. JG
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 S cheduled

A ugust
6 -7  Caboose rides
13 F irst class service, 12:30, 2, 3:30 p.m.
13 Pre-election Forum , 8 p.m .,

American Legion Hall, North Freedom
14 Board meeting, 9 a.m .,

Papa’s, Baraboo 
B runch train  a t 12:30 p.m.

19- Badger Steam  and G as Engine Show, 
2 1  Baraboo, fair grounds, 8 a.m .-5 p.m. 
2 4  Deadline for nom inations

for board of directors.

S ep tem b er
3 -5  Caboose rides
4  M embers Picnic, after la s t train.
5  Last day of daily operations.
11 Board meeting, 9 a.m.
14 Association of Railway M useum s,

Toronto, Ontario, C anada, to Sept. 18.
17 C&NW appreciation day

O ctober
1- 2  A utum n Color
8 -9  A utum n Color
8 A nnual m em bers meeting, election 

of board of directors, 8 p.m.
16 W eekend operating season  ends.

N ovem ber
2- 6  TRAIN convention, Birm ingham , Ala, 
2 6 - S an ta  Express. F irst class service 
2 7  Saturday, b runch  tra in  Sunday.

Meetings are a t the office building 
un less announced  otherwise. Call 
608 /522-4261  for inform ation.

C over. C ranes lift #1385, so wheels 
and axles can be rolled away from 
locomotive for repairs. See page 2.
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