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Soon a f te r  tr a c k s  w e re  la id  in to  th e  n ew  c a r  r e p a ir  b u ild 
ing, se ve ra l o f  M id-C on tin en t’s  o ld e r  w o o d en  c o a c h e s  
ro lled  in to  p la c e . M ost o f  th e  c a r s  h a ve  w e ll-d o cu m en ted  
h is to r ie s . The rea l s to r y  o f  one c a r  rem a in e d  a  m y s te ry  ...

132 Years Old
EJ&S #2 is oldest standard 
gauge coach in the collection
Dick Gruber

Much of the h istory  of th e  E ast Jo rd a n  & S ou thern  com bine #2 is know n. 
It w as rebuilt in 1889 by th e  Chicago & G rand  T runk  a s  a  45-foot w ooden 
coach. It w as la ter sold to the  E ast Jo rd a n  & S ou thern , an d  converted to 
a  com bination baggage-coach. Its origins, long a m ystery, a re  now know n.

M id-Continent v isitors in  1964 and  1965 m ay rem em ber riding aboard  
the combine, while o thers  m ay even rem em ber 1963 w hen  it w as u sed  a s  
the M id-Continent ticket office an d  gift shop  in North Freedom  along side 
the Chicago & North W estern  m ain  line.

The com bine operated  in M ichigan on the E ast J o rd a n  & S ou thern  un til 
the end of steam , and  the railroad. The EJ& S began  opera tions in 1898 
runn ing  18.6 m iles of m ain  line from E ast Jo rd a n  to Bellaire, w ith extensive 
branches. At Bellaire, th e  EJ& S had  a  connection  w ith th e  Pere M arquette . 
The com bine som etim es opera ted  beh ind  # 6 , a 1909-A lco/P ittsburgh 2-6-0. 
As tim e ran  up  on th e  2 -6 -0, a  series of free trip s were offered on th e  EJ&S. 
M id-Continent learned ab o u t th e  railroad closing an d  acquired  th e  com bine. 
The 2-6-0 h a s  been displayed in E ast Jo rd a n  since its  re tirem ent.

The com bine moved to N orth Freedom  in 1963, a  jou rney  th a t included 
tran sp o rt across Lake M ichigan by railroad  ca r ferry.

In looking the car over th ere  w ere several th ings th a t d id n 't add  up . F irst, 
how old is the car?  The roof is a  s tan d a rd  design of the 1880s an d  1890s. 
The lower windows, however, w ere of a m uch  older design. T here is a  
restroom  in the car. The tru ck  pedesta ls  u n d e rn ea th  read  Chicago & G rand 
T runk. Evidenced by the cen te r p late  castings, it is know n th a t the c a r  w as 
rebuilt a t G ratiot Shops, in  Port H uron, M ichigan, in 1889. Who originally 
built the car?  For w hom ? W hat did th e  ca r look like w hen it w as b u ilt?  
Continued on page 15
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 R ouNdhouse 1

Heavy advance reservations 
indicate th a t Snow T rain  1997 
will likely be one of the  b u sie r 
w eekends in M id-C ontinent’s 
history.

D inner tra in s  Friday an d  S a tu rd ay  
were sold ou t in  early J a n u a ry  a n d  coach 
reservations have been  com ing in  strong. 
T rains are  scheduled  to opera te  Friday, 
Saturday , an d  S unday , F ebruary  14-16. 
Work will begin on T uesday  to  fire u p  
locomotive 1385 and  co n tinue  th rough  
Monday after Snow  T rain  a s  equ ipm ent 
stored  inside the coach d isplay  shed  is 
re tu rned .

T rains for Friday include a  plow tra in  
a t  9:30. w ith passenger tra in s  a t  noon.
2 and  4 p.m . an d  a  d in n e r tra in  a t  6:30.
A n igh t photo session, a  long tim e Snow 
Train tradition , will be conducted  by Bill 
Raia on Friday night.

Eleven tra in s  are  schedu led  for S atu r- 
day an d  an o th e r ten  on S unday . O pera- 
tions begin bo th  S a tu rd ay  an d  S unday  a t 
9:30 a.m . At the h isto ric  LaRue Tavern, 
M id-Continent will benefit S a tu rd ay  from 
a flea m arket, noon to 6  p .m ., and  a  
dance w ith live m usic, 9 p .m . to m idnight

While locomotive 1385 will be th e  pre- 
m ier a ttrac tion  for Snow  T rain, m ost of 
the work going on a t th e  engine house  
since S an ta  E xpress h a s  concen tra ted  
on Saginaw  T im ber #2. T he 2-8-2 now 
appears  a s  a  2-2-0. To allow repairs to 
the m ain  axle (third driver from the 
front), the engine w as spo tted  so u th  of 
the engine h o u se  on tra ck  1 an d  sep a 
rated  from its  tender.

Crews carefully raised  th e  locomotive 
w ith a ir ja c k s  an d  cribbing to allow the 
trailing tru ck  an d  drivers to be rolled out. 
Scoring on th e  m ain  axle h a d  caused  th e  
driver to ru n  hot. The axle, w ith the 
w heels still a ttached , w as tran sp o rted  to 
M ilwaukee J a n . 18. There a  new  surface

on th e  axle w as m achined: th e  driver w as 
re tu rn  to N orth Freedom  Feb. 1. New 
bearings have been  c a s t an d  will be m a
ch ined  to  th e  new  m easu rem en ts  on the 
axle. The locomotive will be reassem bled , 
b u t it is unlikely th a t it will be  operating  
for Snow  T rain . A full crew  will be w ork- 
ing in th e  shop  d u rin g  th e  w in ter outing  
w eekend, getting  #2 ready  for th e  sum - 
m er season . B oth #2 an d  #1385  a re  ex
pected to see service in  1997.

Alco S1 #7, do-
 n a ted  by th e  Asso-

ciation  of A m erican 
R ailroads, will pull 
th e  second  tra in . Je ff  
B loohm  h a s  been  
superv ising  w ork on 
th e  locomotive, in- 
c lud ing  a  new  dia- 
m ond plate  decking 
on th e  porch  ou tside

th e  cab. The GE diesel will be available 
for sw itching cars .

Three were e lec ted  to  th e  b oard  of 
d irec to rs in  a  m ail ballo t an n o u n ced  a t 
a  m em bers m eeting  Oct. 12. The to ta ls  
w ere Bill B uh rm as te r, 132; Skip Lichter. 
96; S an d ra  H am let, 91: Mike Sm ul, 7 ; 
an d  Dave S chum acher, 31 (write-in). Of 
ballo ts m ailed to regu la r a n d  life m em - 
bers , 149 w ere re tu rn ed .

At a  d irec to rs m eeting  th e  sam e night, 
officers reelected w ere Tom O 'Brien J r . ,  
p residen t; Jo h n  G ruber, vice presiden t; 
an d  Bill B uh rm as te r, treasu re r .

At th e  Nov. 10 m eeting, th e  board  ap- 
proved a  $440 ,000  budget for th e  1996- 
97 fiscal year. J im  N eubauer w as 
reelected treasu re r .

Several ap p lication s have been  re- 
ceived for pa id  jo b s  on th e  su m m er tra in  
crew. The dead line is early  M arch.

The 5 th  annual M idw estern Railway 
Preservation G athering  in  St. Paul on 
April 18-20 is being hosted  by th e  M inne
so ta  T ran sp o rta tio n  M useum . T he event
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will be a t  th e  Holiday Inn E xpress located 
a t the form er N orthern  Pacific Como 
Shops. Persons in terested  in  registering 
m ay con tac t R ichard G ruber a t  P.O. Box 
665, W aukesha, Wis. 53187. Tentative 
topics include Oral H istory. F undraising , 
The FRA, and  M arketing. T here will be a  
chance to lea rn  ab o u t o th e r rail p reserva
tion efforts in  th e  Midwest. The reg is tra 
tion fee will include a  d in n e r S a tu rd ay  
evening.

G ruber. M id-C ontinent's crew  caller, is 
no longer a t Pentrex Publishing: th e  final 
issue of Locomotive & R ailw ay Preserva
tion m agazine w as pub lished  in  D ecem 
ber. He m ay be reached  a t  414-820-0218  
or e-mail, mccrewca11@aol.com.

D eath s. Rosella Lieder H orstm an. 9 1 , 
Ja n . 14, M ilwaukee. B om  in N orth  F ree
dom, she  had  w arm  m em ories of the 
m useum . Lieder St. in  N orth Freedom  is 
nam ed for h e r family. She is survived by 
th ree children, S an d ra  H am let, D etroit, 
a  m em ber of M id-C ontinent's board  of 
directors: William H orstm an, M ilw aukee; 
and  N ancy Lieder, California; a n d  m any 
grandchildren . At W illiam 's suggestion , 
m em orials were se n t to  M id-C ontinent.

Ron Jones, 87, Nov. 5 , M adison. Jo n e s  
worked for th e  C onservation  D epartm ent, 
accounting  d epartm en t a t O scar M ayer 
for 25 years, an d  la te r  a s  a  M adison Real
to r un til h is  re tirem ent. A tr ib u te  is on 
page 14.

Chester J. Machulak, O ctober. M ilwau
kee, honorary life m em ber.

Thom as O'Brien Sr., see  co lum n two.
C hauncy Steltzner, Sept. 20, F orest 

Ju n c tio n .

Scheduled operations  
can add to thoroughgoing  
historic au then ticity , by 
bringing h istory to life. 
W itness the wonderful 
Mid-Continent R ailw ay  
Museum. Bill Withuhn, 
curator of transportation 
at the Smithsonian Insti
tution, rephrasing in 1996 
an earlier statem ent.

Tom O’Brien Sr., 
1925-1996

T hom as J .  O 'Brien Sr., w ho died O cto
b e r 3 in  Iowa City, will be rem em bered  for 
h is years  of service to  M id-C ontinent a s  
treasu re r, 1982-86; first c la ss  coord ina
to r , 1980-88; an d  life m em ber. H is son, 
Tom O 'Brien J r . ,  is p res iden t of th e  m u 
seum .

Tom Sr. an d  Betty, h is  wife, devoted 
m any h o u rs  to M id-C ontinent, show ing 
special dedication  to excellence in  th e  
first c lass  service. Gifts to the m u seu m  in 
h is m em ory a re  being u sed  to fund  im 
provem ents to  Soo Line d iner-lounge 
#2017 .

O 'Brien, bo rn  in  1925, began  a  40 -year 
career w ith  th e  F irst N ational B ank  of 
Iowa City in  S ep tem ber 1947, re tiring  in 
D ecem ber 1987 a s  executive vice p res i
den t. He w as active in  m any  civic o rgan i
zations, includ ing  th e  Irish  Mafia. 
B eginning a t th e  age of 17, he served 
th ree  years  in  th e  U nited S ta te s  M arine 
C orps, 2nd  M arine Division, in  th e  S o u th  
Pacific d u ring  W orld W ar II.

He is survived by h is  wife, Betty; a  son, 
T hom as J r .  a n d  h is  wife, Nancy McGillin 
O 'Brien, N orth Liberty, Iowa; a daugh te r, 
Peggy O’Brien, Iowa City; a  son, M ichael 
an d  h is  wife, Kimberly K ilpatrick O 'Brien. 
Iowa City: an d  six g ran d so n s, B rett,
C had, Colin, M acklin, J a m in , an d  S p en 
cer.
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MidContinent
Railway

A nnual R eport 1996

I
 would like to extend m y th a n k s  to the  vo lun teers who have m ade the  1996 seaso n  
possible w ith th e ir generous con tribu tions of time. cash , an d  o th er donations. O ur 
paid staff con tinues to com plem ent th e  vo lun teers, resu ltin g  in  a  u n iq u e  team  effort 
th a t helps to move M id-C ontinent in a  positive direction.
1996 saw  M id-C ontinent advance in m any a reas . The M id-C ontinent M useum  F oun 

dation  w as created . The F oundation  will be estab lish ing  a n  endow m ent w hich will help  
to fund fu tu re  im provem ents a t the m useum . O ur web page on th e  In te rne t w as im ple
m ented, offering people w ith a  personal com pu ter a  chance  to view o u r collection, 
receive d irections on how to find u s, fill-out a  m em bersh ip  application , m ake a  d o n a 
tion, and . com ing soon, p u rch ase  item s su ch  a s  o u r ca len d ar an d  th e  new  W histle on 
the Wind  booklet. S ta tis tics suggest th a t m ore people a re  p lann ing  th e ir vacations by 
using  com puters and  the ln te rn et: M id-C ontinent is now in a  position to take  ad v an 
tage of th a t trend.

The board  of d irectors will be m eeting in M arch along w ith th e  d ep a rtm en t h ead s  to 
look a t som e sho rt-term  p lann ing  needs. It h a s  becom e increasingly  obvious th a t ou r 
special events a re  ham pered  by recu rring  problem s su c h  a s  a  lack  of park ing , in a d 
equate  toilet facilities, insufficient coach seating , an d  the  lack  of a p roper depot p la t
form th a t can  serve th e  com plete length of a  tra in . O ur com pu ter sy s tem s need to be 
upgraded to allow for reservations an d  ticketing  to be hand led  in a m ore efficient m a n 
ner. Special events a re  a  m ajor com ponent of o u r revenue, so we need to m axim ize th e  
contribution  of special even ts by ad d ressing  these  issues.

A m ajor fund-raising  effort w as launched  th is  year w ith th e  “Help S team  Live” cam 
paign. While th e  prim ary th ru s t  of the cam paign is to  ra ise  funds to m ake rep a irs  on 
# l3 8 5 's  firebox, upgrad ing  of th e  eng inehouse and  ca r shop  electrical service is p a rt of 
th is effort a s  well. The new  electrical service will power a  new  shop  a ir  com pressor, 
also funded by the cam paign, w hich will in su re  th a t  a ir-opera ted  boiler tools can  be 
operated w ithout ru n n in g  ou t of air. P lease take  the  tim e to  send  a  gift o r pledge for 
the “Help S team  Live" cam paign.

Long-term p lann ing  for th e  developm ent of o u r physical p lan t will be continu ing ; 
s tru c tu res  su ch  a s  th e  roundhouse . Coach Shed # 2 , an d  steam  engine service facilities 
will be d iscussed . The P lanning Com m ittee will be looking a t  bu ild ing  th e  ro u n d h o u se  
in  phases, including a working backshop  w ith drop p it an d  w heel lathe, while provid
ing a visitor viewing a rea  so th a t w ork in p rogress can  be observed. The need to protect 
ou r collections and  property from fire will also be add ressed , an d  lire h y d ran ts  an d  fire 
detection system s will be investigated.

As we p repare to exit th is  decade in  th ree  years. I th in k  we can  tak e  pride in  o u r 
accom plishm ents a t North Freedom  since 1963, The fu tu re  holds m u ch  prom ise and  
work for us. There a re  m any pieces of rolling stock  and  locom otives to rep a ir an d  s ta 
bilize. C ontinued developm ent of o u r physical p lan t will bring  add itional in terpre tive 
display opportun ities th a t will bo ls ter o u r position a s  a  m useum . We have m ade a  long 
jou rney  a t M id-Continent from the  days of a  single tra ck  w ith  no sid ings or s tru c tu re s . 
I'm excited ab o u t th e  w ork th a t lies ahead .

Thomas J. O'Brien J r., President
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Manager’s Report

T
,hc one th ing  everyone w an ts  to
know  ab o u t ou r season  is the  n u m 
ber of riders. Most of you know  th a t 

we sta rted  slowly like th e  o th e r to u ris t 
businesses  in o u r area. B ut we finished 
strong and  saw  a  2% increase  over last 
year's a ttendance . Total n u m b er of riders 
w as 4 3 , 145. Last year 42 ,364 .

Low a tten d an ce  affected ou r gift shop  
sales. D ue to space lim itations, th e  gift 
shop does not benefit a s  greatly  a s  ticket 
sales du ring  big event w eekends. So, even 
though  ticket revenue rebounded  signifi
cantly in O ctober, the im provem ent in  gift 
shop sales w as not enough  to recover 
totally from the d isappo in ting  sta rt.

O ur season  began w ith the  S an ta  Ex
press, during  the  T hanksgiving w eekend, 
and  ended the th ird  w eekend in  O ctober. 
In betw een we hosted  som e 3 ,000  school 
kids and  the ir teachers, a  hobo gathering , 
a  Civil W ar cam p, various a d u lt to u r 
groups, the B araboo M anufac tu re rs A sso
ciation , s ta te  legislative a id es from 
around  the country, an d  a  fund -ra ise r for 
UW-Baraboo. We did not m iss a  single 
operating day, b u t we did an n u l a  few 
trips, due to m echanical problem s.

The single biggest challenge of th e  
season  w as filling out the  w eekday tra in  
crews. Seven m em bers volun teered  th e ir 
services a s  engineer th is  sum m er. Andy 
E bbers w ent from su m m er conducto r to 
firem an an d  diesel engineer. And it took 
the help of eight o th er m em bers, who 
generously volunteered th e ir  tim e, to 
in su re  we had  a  b rakem an  on each trip.

Work on the locom otives w as an o th e r 
m ajor concern. Early in th e  y ear Steve 
Seibel and  h is crew did som e excellent 
work on the C&NW #1385. B ut a  tro u b le 
som e jo u rn a l box on th e  ten d e r kept the 
R-l out of service un til th e  first of Ju ly . 
We knew  going in to  th e  season  th a t the 
Saginaw  Tim ber C om pany #2 w ould be 
out of service un til A u tum n Color. W hat 
we did not know  is th a t it would take

th ree  different d iesels to get u s  th rough  
May an d  Ju n e . The M ilwaukee Road #988 
and  th e  GE #4 w ent dow n early  w ith 
m echanical problem s. T hat left the B lue 
Goose, N ekoosa P aper #21, to han d le  the 
w ork load un til the #1385  cam e on line.

Late in the  season  the  C hief M echani
cal Officer's position changed  h a n d s  from 
Seibel to Rick Peters. Rick an d  o ther 
m em bers worked h a rd  to get the Saginaw  
functional for A utum n Color. It pulled th e  
second tra in  bo th  w eekends an d  Mid
C ontinen t se t a  single day a tten d an ce  
record of 2 ,545  riders on O ctober 12.

Dave Lee w as b ack  for a n o th e r season  
a s  tra ck  forem an. He an d  S cott W ostal 
installed  800 new  railroad  ties, com pared 
to 610 last year an d  594 in 1994. Dave 
a n d  S co tt's  perform ance is tru ly  rem ark 
able. Cold, wet w eather in  May an d  J u n e , 
an d  th e  u se  of th e  heavy N ekoosa P aper 
#21 diesel, kep t them  b usy  try ing  to keep 
the existing line in shape . Most of the ir 
w ork focused on leveling tra ck  in  th e  soft 
m uddy curves n ea r Coal S p u r an d  La 
Rue. replacing broken  jo in t b a rs  an d  rail, 
and  following th e  tra in  in  th e  h i-railer 
w hen dry conditions cau sed  various fires 
along the road bed. Dave a n d  S cott bo th  
p lan  to be back  and  hope to in s ta ll 1,000 
new  ties next season .

C
a r  shop  im provem ents con tinued  
u n d e r th e  d irection of Je rry  
M ennenga. B esides th e  new  con 
crete floor in stalled  last year, new  lighting 

w as added, con tribu ting  to the  shop 's  
efficiency and  safety . In C oach S hed #1 
new  ties were insta lled  on the  cen te r 
tra c k  and  an  extension  to  th e  concrete 
w alkw ay added. R estoration  w ork focused 
on th e  C opper Range #60  an d  th e  Soo 
Line stock  ca r #29667 . Dick G oddard 
began a s  project m anager for w ork on the 
Mt. H arvard. The b u s in e ss  c a r an d  the 
DM&IR C-74 caboose w ere repain ted  by 
Skip Lichter.
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Interior w ork of a  un iq u e  k ind took 
place in Ray B u h rm aste r 's  DSS&A #213 
coach. It now h a s  th ree  passengers , cou r
tesy of B oard m em ber S an d ra  Ham let.
The passengers a re  m an n eq u in s  d ressed  
in  period clothing m ade by S andra . Three 
more m annequ ins a re  on tire way. And 
w hen th e  project is done th e  #213 will 
carry  two families, rem in iscen t of its  w ork 
in the late 1880s.

One significant acquisition  we m ade 
w as the pu rch ase  of th e  Soo Line d in e r / 
lounge #2017. This followed a lot of nego
tia tions by th e  board  w ith  its  previous 
owner, to get it b ack  into service. Several 
m em bers have con tribu ted  tow ards its

p u rch ase  an d  resto ra tion . A nd it h a s  
already  seen  service for bo th  A utum n  
Color an d  th e  S an ta  E xpress. Its u se  
greatly  increased  o u r capacity  for first 
c lass  an d  d in n e r tra in  service.

A nother prom ising  opportun ity  th a t 
took sh ap e  th is  y ea r w as th e  form ation 
of th e  M id-C ontinent Railway M useum  
F oundation . Its goal is to  increase  bo th  
aw areness of th e  m u seu m  a n d  su p p o rt 
for its  opera tions th ro u g h  con tribu tions. 
H eaded by Roth Schleck, J o h n  G ruber, 
an d  Tom O 'Brien J r . ,  the  F oundation  is 
a n  im p o rtan t step  tow ards in su rin g  th e  
fu tu re  of M id-C ontinent.

Don Meyer. M anager

The Hobo group gathers on th e  platform  w ith  M id-C ontinent m em bers in  Ju n e.

A civ il war group cam ped and rode th e  trains in  Ju ly .
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Contributions

$ 1 ,0 0 0  or m ore
C hris B urger
Ron Jo n es
Richard Levis
David M attoon
Jo n  Nienow
Elizabeth O 'Connell 
Soo Line H istorical Society 
W isconsin Power & Light

$5 0 0  or more
Jeff Bloohm
Ed B urkhard t
F. A. Duval
G reat N orthern
H istorical Society 
Eliot Keller 
Wayne Lager 
Robert McKay 
Betty Meyer 
M ark Rosem ont

$ 1 0 0  or more
William A rm strong 
D ennis Arnold 
F rank  B artusek , J r .

D onald B ecker 
William Behling 
J o h n  B erm an 
Fred B iederm an 
C raig B luschke 
S cott B ocklund 
Ron B odnar 
Bill B u h rm as te r 
Ray B u h rm as te r 
H arry  B urt, J r .  
J a m e s  B usse  
William C am pion 
Alan C hristofferson 
B ruce Cohen 
C ulligan-H orican 
Edwin Ferguson, J r . 
Ju lie  Flem ing 
R alph G arm an 
E dw ard G ruber 
J o h n  G ruber 
Mike H arring ton  
M arian H astings 
W. L. Herzog 
Tom H ughes 
R ichard J o h n  
Dale Jo h n so n

Fred Klyver 
H. G. K napp 
Ja m e s  K ussy 
Littfin Lum ber 
Fred Mackie 
V incent M athew s 
D onald M cCartney 
J im  N eubauer 
Tom  O 'Brien, J r . 
Tom O’Brien, Sr. 
Olin C orporation 
H erm an Page 
William P arker 
Skip Pierce 
J o h n  Reeves 
William Reid 
Ted Rose 
Calvin S chm ahl 
D aniel S chm idt 
Rolf Schoelkopf 
W arren  Scholl 
Je r ry  Severson 
R ichard Travis 
A rth u r W alsh 
Jo e  W astart 
D onald W ildm an

M id-Continent se t a sin g le  day a tten d an ce record at A utum n Color.
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Paul Young 
Daniel Zedan 
Ray Zilvitis

Up to $ 1 0 0
Jo e  Arena 
Henry A uchstetter 
B arbara B achm an 
Robert Baldwin 
Sylvia Ballard 
Donald Bayer 
Peter Becker 
Jo a n  Bellman 
David Berndt 
H arris Billigmeier 
Jo h n  Bissell 
Brian Blakeley 
Fred Bliese 
Freida Block 
Jo h n  Broeker 
Peter Bunde 
Alvin Burfeind 
Kimberle Byrd 
Robert Caliban 
Jam es Caskey 
D ennis C hasser 
William Chern ich

Robert C hisholm  
William C horonzak 
C harles C lark 
Donald C lasen 
Art C lau ter 
Jo h n  Cline 
C onsolidated P apers 
M ichael Conway 
A nthony Crimi 
Veronica D annecker 
R ichard Driver 
Jo h n  Dulong 
Ja m e s  D unlop 
T hom as E ckstein  
E hlert W elding Co. 
H arold Em m ons 
Edwin Feehley 
C harles F etterm an  
S u sa n  Flem ing 
R alph Florio 
Edw ard Fuller 
Ray G ildem eister 
Jo h n  G olnick 
Robert Griffin 
Verne G ruenew ald 
Greg G utgsell, J r .  
Je ff H aertlein 
Robert H anft 
David H ankinson  
J o h n  Harvey 
W. L. H asheider 
Royden H eimdal 
George Hellm an  
Ogden Hillison 
C onrad H ilpert 
Alvin H intz 
Ken H ojnacki 
Roger H ollands 
C hris H ornocker 
F rank  H ulen 
Jo h n  H un ter 
1BM F oundation  
Luell Jack so n  
Bob Jack so n  
Mike Ja c q u e s  
JD V  E lectronics 
Donald Jo h a n n in g

D oug Jo h n so n  
Wm D onald Jo n e s  
Robert Ju n k ro w sk i 
Jo h n  Kachel 
David K ahler 
Lynn K atzenberg 
Ashley Kennedy 
William Kertz 
Cecilia K etter 
Ronald Kloss 
Roger K opanski 
J a m e s  K rauser 
H arold Kreitz 
Doug Krym kow ski 
Je r ry  Lapidakis 
Jo h n  Laue 
Alfred Leisering 
R ichard Lenzer 
N icholas Linden 
Link A ssociates 
Daniel Marx 
W illiam M arschall 
D ieter Matti 
Don Mayo 
William M cClung 
Dave M cConnell 
Jo h n  McCourt 
B ruce McCoy 
V an M cCullough 
Kelly McKay 
R ichard McLeod 
R osanne Meer 
Je r ry  M ennenga 
Paul Meyer 
Ralph M iddlecam p 
A nthony Miele 
Albert Mitchell 
Pattie M orrison 
M orse Telegraph Club 
D eborah M ostowski 
W illiam M ostowski 
Robert M undstock  
Doug Nehs 
Edwin N orm an 
Lowell O dekirk 
Keith O lson 
Byron O stby
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Contributions

David O stby
Steve Pahl
Dick Parkin
Francis Parker 
Myrtle Pawlisch 
Fred Perry 
Fr. Peterka 
Gerald Pitzen 
Robert Polaske 
C harles Porter 
M ark Q uam  
Donald Redmond 
Gil Reid
William Reining 
T am m y/M ark R esenbach 
S tu a rt Rich
B ernard  R ossbach 
Ken Royer 
R ichard R uth 
Robert R uth 
C harles Sargent 
Roy S auer 
Tom Schm itt 
R usty S chram m  
S tan  Searing 
Ed Selinsky 
M ark Sim onson 
Jo h n  Sm ith 
Mike Sm ul 
Jo h n  Sorrel 
Earl Spangler 
Ed S te inhauser 
L. E. S tevenson 
Paul Sw anson 
Norman Taylor 
Scott Thom pson 
Tower Fuel Co.
A rthur Towson 
Hugo T raub 
Wesley T raub  
Edith Troia 
Mrs. A. W. T u rner 
UPS Foundation 
Gregory V arner 
V incent Vorn d ran  
William W anninger 
David W antz

P ete and B etty  Gorman stan d  w ith  a w ooden train for 
children , d ed ica ted  Ju n e 22 . It w as g iven  in  honor o f  
th e  Gorm ans by th eir  daughter and son-in-law , J a n et  
and Jerry F oust. P hoto by Bill B uhrm aster

Neal W egner 
Emil W eichand 
J .  A. W elton 
J o h n  W itt 
R ussell W olfram 
Wrigley F oundation  
Steve Y oungberg

In-kind Gifts
B araboo C andy Co. 
B ender's Feed Mill 
J im  B ertrand  
Dave B ierm an 
Erik Bloohm 
Je ff  Bloohm 
Alton C herm ak 
C ulligan-H oricon 
D. J .  Dietz 
Ed D oench 
B rian Downes 
E m pire B ucket 
Je r ry  F oust

Glenville T im berw rights 
D an Griffith 
Dick G ruber 
Je ff  & C indy H aertlein  
S an d ra  H am let 
Mike H arring ton  
Harold Jo h n so n  
KRNA. Inc.
Edw ard Knopp 
Dave McConnell 
M ichael M ulcahy 
J . W. N ienhaus 
S tan  N ordeng 
Tom O 'Brien, J r .
Dale Prill 
Ted Rose
B erbard  R ossbach  
R obert Ryan 
B rad S ch u m ach e r 
Bryon S ch u m ach e r 
Dave S ch u m ach e r 
J o h n  Sorrel
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Financial
Analysis

Paul Sw anson Dave M attoon Financial perform ance
Wal-Mart, Baraboo Dave M cConnell d u ring  th e  1996 Fiscal year
Dave W antz Van M cCullough resu lted  in  incom e and
Pat Weeden Kelly McKay

Randy M erzdorf
expenses above th e  budget 
ta rge t of $425 ,000 . Incom e

V olunteers B. G. Miller levels exceeded the p lan  by
B rain B achm an C huck  Millot $26 ,000  or 6  p e rcen t,
Rad Becker Je ff  Nelson while expenses exceeded
Doug Bem rich J im  N eubauer th e  p lan  by $ 1 3 ,000  or 3
Kathi B ernards S tan  N ordeng percen t. D uring the  y e a r,
Jim  B ertrand Tom O 'Brien. J r . $10 ,000  w ent tow ard
Fred B iederm an D ean O dekirk re tiring  th e  long-term  note
Dave Bierm an Lowell O dekirk of $117 ,000 .
Fred Bliese Ken Olson The increase  in  incom e
Phil B linderm an Art O seland w as due  to h igher th a n
Jeff Bloohm Rick Peters projected con tribu tions.
Philip Bloohm Kevin Pickar excellent A u tum n  Color
Ken B reher D iane Pierce w eekends, an d  additional
Dave Brink Skip Pierce first-c lass service incom e
M arshall B uehler K athy Pilon from  th e  u se  of Soo Line
Tom B uehler Bill Raia #2017. E xpenses re-
Bill B uhrm aster Ed Ripp m ained  on tra ck  a s  de
J im  B usse Bob Ristow p artm en t h ead s  closely
Blaine C hris tensen Ken Ristow followed thc financial p lan.
Doug Crary Bill Rose M onthly m eetings betw een
S haron Crary M ark R osem ont the  m anager a n d  d ep a rt -
Pete Deets Roy S au er m en t h ead s  w ere estab -
Ed Doench D ean Sauvola lished to d iscu ss  financial
Al Du Val Marie S cherkenbach s ta tu s  an d  m ake a d ju s t
J im  Eng R usty  S chram m m en ts  d u rin g  th e  year.
Jim  Fritz G ary Schultz Timely an d  accu ra te  re 
Dick G oddard S tan  Searing porting  w ere genera ted  a s
Dick G ruber Steve Seibel a  re su lt of a  new  acco u n t-
Cindy H aertlein Mike Sm ul ing softw are package in-
Jeff H aertlein N ina Snell sta lled  early  in th e  year.
Mike H arrington J o h n  Sorrel Looking ahead , dep a rt-
Ken Hojnacki T rish  S tan k em u th m en t p lan s  and  b u dge ts
C hris H ornocker Paul Sw anson have been  pu lled  together
Bob Jack so n M ark Toomey for th e  1997 fiscal year.
Mike Jacq u es Sid V aughn The board  of d irec to rs h a s
Ed Jo h n so n Fred Vergenz approved a  $440 ,000
J .  M. Jo h n so n Greg Vertein operating  budget.
Al Joyce Dave W antz William C. B uhrm aster.
Lynn Katzenberg
Eliot Keller
Glen Kwarciany

Darcy Welke
Steve Y oungberg
Ray Zilvitis

Treasurer

Wayne Lager
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Financial
Statem ent
Year Ended Oct, 31, 1996 
Modified C ash Basis* 
U naudited

R evenue
T rain  fares ........ $267 ,030
Gift s h o p ............. 122,805
C ontribu tions .... 31 ,455
M em bership dues 12,640
Pop s a le s ............... 6 , 115
M iscellaneous ..... 5 ,970
Sale of equipm ent 3 ,500
In terest incom e ... 1,655
T o ta l..................... 451 .170

E xp enses
A dm inistration  .. 110,470
Gift s h o p .............. 85 ,880
O p e ra tio n s .......... 77 ,935
M a rk e tin g ............ 47 ,970
Engineering ........ 46 ,845
M echanical ......... 25 ,585
Building, g rounds 14,250
C u ra to r ................. 11,265
C ar departm en t... 7 ,055
First class, d inner 6 ,935
C o m m u n ica tio n s. 1,870
M em bersh ip ......... 1,620
D evelopm ent........ . 470
T o ta l..................... 43 8 , 150

Net in co m e.......... 13,020

Debt retirem ent . 10,600

Excess of revenue over
ex p e n se ................. $  2 ,420

*T hese  num bers  were 
modified from a  strictly  
cash  basis to include 
accruals for expenses 
incurred  a t th e  end of
the fiscal year b u t no t yet 
paid. The accrua ls  include 
$4,000 for excavation and  
ditching, $4 ,065  for a 
dehum idification system  
in the office basem ent, 
$3 ,500 for p rin ting  the 
Whistle on the Wind  book-
let, and  $1,265  for p rin t
ing the 1997 calendar.

Revenues

Expenses
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Museum Recognizes 1996 Service

M id-Continent recognized vo lun teer 
and  paid employees Nov. 9  a t the an n u a l 
banquet. A bout 70 m em bers an d  friends 
attended  the  event in  B araboo.

Award p laques were p resen ted  to A rt 
O seland for h is service a s  presiden t;
Darcy Welke for h e r service a s  treasu re r; 
Bill Raia for h is service a s  a director; and  
Bob Welke for h is service a s  a  d irector 
and  operating su p erin ten d en t.

Don Meyer p resen ted  two G eneral 
M anager’s A wards to (1995) Je rry  
M ennenga for h is  efforts a t  recru iting  
volun teers for C ar Shop projects; and  
(1996) to J im  B ertrand  for h is  donated  
service a s  sum m er engineer.

Meyer also p resen ted  certificates to 
vo lunteers w ho h ad  donated  m ore th a n  
100 ho u rs  in  th e  year: Dave B ierm an 
(193), Jeff B loohm (867), Bill B u h rm as te r 
(454), Doug C rary (169), S h a ro n  C rary 
(116), Dick G ruber (393), Al Joyce (351), 
Je ff H aertlein (486), Mike H arring ton  
(130), Lynn K atzenberg (102), Dave 
McConnell (398), C huck  Millot (133), J im  
N eubauer (272), Tom O’B rien J r .  (345), 
C athy Pilon (241), Rick P eters (209), Ken 
Ristow (356), J o h n  Sorrel (594), an d  Fred 
Vergenz (403).

The operating  dep a rtm en t recognized 
Jo h n  W inter an d  Bob W elke for teach ing  
a  class for new  tra in m an  la s t sp ring  an d  
then  recognized eight new  tra inm an : Phil 
B linderm an, Gary Gylund, Bob Jack so n , 
Mike Jacq u es , Lynn K atzenberg, Je r ry  
Lapidakis, C huck  Millot, a n d  Bill Rose.
An aw ard for S tu d en t T ra inm an  of the 
Year w as presen ted  to C huck  Millot. w ho 
recorded 78 tr ip s  a s  tra inm an .

A nother aw ard  w as p resen ted  to Andy 
E bbers a s  th e  W eekday O n-B oard E m 
ployee of the Year. He m ade 281 trip s 
over the railroad  in  1996.

In addition, Andy E bbers w as prom oted 
to bo th  firem an and  to d iesel engineer. Al 
Hill and  Fred Vergenz w ere prom oted to 
conductor. Ken H ojnacki an d  Ken Ristow 
to engineer.

T here w ere 135 operating  days in  the 
regu lar season . 579  tra in s  opera ted  over 
th e  railroad  an d  m ore th a n  5 ,843  h o u rs  
of service w ere recorded. A t th e  th ro ttle  
for 66 tr ip s  w as V an M cCullough; Ken 
Ristow m ade 75 tr ip s  a s  engineer. A cer
tificate for th e  E ngineer of th e  Y ear w as 
aw arded  to J im  B ertrand  w ho m ade 104 
tr ip s  a s  eng ineer an d  recorded 256  hou rs .

As firem an, Bob D ischler m ade  20 
trips; Al Joyce m ade 24. A certificate for 
th e  F irem an of the Year w as aw arded  to 
bo th  S tan  S earing  an d  Ed D oench. E ach 
m ade 29 tr ip s  over th e  railroad. S earing  
did it in  66  hou rs : D oench in 67.

At th e  position  of conducto r, Fred 
Vergenz m ade 29 trips; Ray Zilvitis m ade 
34. An aw ard  w as p resen ted  for C onduc
to r of th e  Y ear to  J im  N eubauer who 
m ade 61 tr ip s  an d  recorded 127 hou rs .

As tra in m an , Al Joyce m ade 36 tr ip s  
an d  Fred Vergenz m ade 46 trip s. A certifi
cate  for th e  T ra inm an  of th e  Y ear w as 
aw arded  to  C huck  Millot w ho m ade 78 
tr ip s  a s  tra in m an  an d  recorded 164 
ho u rs .

A final aw ard  w as p resen ted  to the 
O perating  D epartm en t Em ployee of the  
Year, Fred Vergenz.

Andy Ebbers, w eekday on-board em 
p loyee  o f  th e  year. More award w inners  
w ill be p ictured  in  th e  n ex t is su e .
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A Tribute 
to Ron Jones

Jo h n  Jensw a ld

Many, probably m ost, of th e  m em bers 
a t M id-Continent d idn 't know  Ron Jo n e s  
bu t, a s  one very close to him , I can  say  
th a t w hen th e  existence of MC w as in 
great jeopardy, it w as Ron who pulled it 
th rough .

After six years  on th e  board  an d  th ree 
years a s  vice p residen t. I w as elected 
p residen t of MC in 1967. At th a t tim e o u r 
existence w as in g rea t danger: o u r rolling 
stock w as a t a  point w here we w ere u n 
able to regularly u se  a  steam  locomotive, 
we were in trouble  w ith o u r in su re r  b e 
cause of an  inexcusable acciden t, an d  our 
finances were a  m ess.

We assem bled a  force of Ray Zilvitas, 
replaced by Tom O 'Brien J r . ,  to see tha t 
the Consolidated Rules w ere enforced.
Don G inter to handle  th e  m u seu m  func
tion. Bill A rm strong for engineering.
Chuck W iesner to boss th e  m echanical 
departm ent, and  Ron to s tra igh ten  out 
ou r finances. We all realized th a t we 
would not win popularity  prizes b u t the 
program  did work. Trained and  qualified 
operators took over, the rolling stock w as 
restored on an  efficient program , con 
struction  w ent forward, th e  m useum  
operational program  progressed, and  Ron. 
with his determ ination, enacted  a firm b u t 
sensible financial program  th a t, in three 
years, transferred  a  serious and  huge debt 
into a  p lus account of som e $40,000, 
about a $60,000 tu rn  abou t. Ron's guid
ance, knowledge, and  firm ness m ade the 
difference in ou r financial picture.

W hen th is organization s ta rted  ru nn ing  
a t Hillsboro, Ron w as a  founding  father. 
T hrough all the years, h is  dedication to 
M id-Continent and  h is service a s  officer, 
board  m em ber, res to re r of equipm ent, 
and  in the operations departm en t, h a s  
been unm atched .

D uring the years I w orked closely w ith 
him  a t North Freedom  a n d  in sho rt line 
operations, h is dedication, knowledge, 
and  labors have no t been m atched , in  my 
opinion.

D uring the  la s t few years  I have grieved 
observing R on's fight, an d  u ltim ate  losing 
battle , w ith A lzehim er’s. And yet, to  the 
end, M id-C ontinent w as high on h is list. 
In fact, b u t a  few m on th  before he  died, 
he  d irected  a  sizeable gift from him  be 
sen t here.

And so, if we a re  to recognize som e of 
the "old guard" w ho kep t MC going w hen 
th ings w ere really tough. I th in k  we 
shou ld  s ta r t w ith a  s ta tem en t of deep 
appreciation  to one of th e  g rea test 
friends—and  one w hen  we needed him  
d isparate ly—to Ron Jo n es . T hose of u s  
who care  owe him  a n d  h is m em ory th a t.

Volunteers Needed
V olunteers (or, un p a id  staff m em bers 

in  te rm s u sed  today by m any nonprofit 
organizations) a re  needed  for m any  Mid
C ontinen t projects.

Curator. Prim ary pro jects a re  th e  C op
per Range #60 res to ra tion  an d  th e  C oach 
S hed im provem ents. Meet in  th e  C ar 
Shop or co n tac t Don G inter. 6 0 8 /3 6 2 - 
3257: Bill B u h rm aste r. 7 0 8 /2 4 6 -9 7 3 6 : or 
Je rry  M ennenga, 3 1 9 /3 5 1 -1 8 8 6 . W ork 
sessio n s a re  schedu led  the second w eek
end  of th e  m onth .

E ngineering, track  work. Je ff  Nelson. 
7 1 5 /6 9 3 -2 9 7 0 .

M echanical, m ain ten an ce  on #1385, 
refit driving boxes an d  replace h u b  liners 
on ST #2. Rick Peters, 4 1 4 /4 6 1 -7 0 2 4 .

O perations, qualified crew s for w eek
end  service an d  o th e rs  for special events. 
Crew caller, Dick G ruber, 4 1 4 /8 2 0 -0 2 1 8 , 
o r mccrewca11@ao1.com.

Steam er. S end new s to J im  N eubauer, 
3320  N. S acram en to  Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
6 0 6 1 8 , 7 7 8 /4 7 8 -8 7 4 7 .

For o th e r activities, Doug C rary , m em 
b ersh ip  secretary , 6 0 8 /8 3 7 -4 5 4 2 .

After a  day 's work, p lease leave a  card  
w ith yo u r nam e an d  n u m b er of hou rs .

14 /  M id-Continent R ailway G azette

mailto:mccrewca11@ao1.com


132 Years Old
Continued from  page 2

In research ing  these  inconsistencies, 
Ray B uhrm aste r went looking for a n 
swers. D uring a visit to North Freedom , 
Jo h n  Hankey, formerly th e  cu ra to r of the 
B&O Railroad M useum , helped. Upon 
inspection of the restroom , it w as discov
ered th a t the w oodworking w as of a differ
en t design and  of lesser quality . T his 
suggested th a t the ca r w as originally bu ilt 
before the use  of restroom s on p assenger 
cars becam e s tan d a rd  practice, and  the 
restroom  w as added  a t a  la te r  date.
T rains of an  earlier e ra  w ould m ake fre
quent stops for p assengers  to use  
restroom s an d  for m eals.

The windows—rounded  on the top— 
were yet fu rth er evidence th a t th is  w as 
indeed a m uch  older car. The in terior 
ceiling showed signs of its  original design 
a s  well. The EJ& S com bine had  p e rh ap s 
been constructed  w ith a  m on ito r o r d u ck 
bill roof.

More inform ation h a s  been  uncovered 
and  verified. The car adds significance 
and  im portance to the M id-C ontinent 
collection. The com bine is definitely the 
oldest s tan d a rd  gauge ca r at M id-Conti
nen t. (It b ea ts  the W isconsin C entral O ak  
Park by 20 years!) It is the  first Osgood 
Bradley built ca r in  the  M id-C ontinent 
collection. D epending on th e  construction  
date  of the Chicago & North W estern  
narrow  gauge com bine #1 0 9 9 , the EJ&S 
com bine m ay even be the oldest c a r a t 
M id-Continent.

Some ten years ago. Ray identified the 
car a s  G rand T ru n k  coach n u m b er 585. 
W hat w as th e  h isto ry  of th e  GTR 585? 
There are  strong  ind ications th a t the 585 
w as sold by F. M. H icks to the EJ&S.

In May of 1995, the Bytown Railway 
Society. Inc., pub lished  a n  an n o ta ted  
h istorical roster of p assenger equ ipm ent 
1867-1992 of th e  C anad ian  National 
Railways. Ray noticed a  listing  on  page 
313 for:

GTR 112(1) b lt .  11/1 8 6 4  OB: re GTR 
585 M ichigan Div. 11 /1885 : D /U

This roster show ed the 585, an d  gave 
an  original ca r n u m b er to verify. W ith the 
help of son Bill, Ray soon found th e  n u m 
ber 112 stam ped  th ro u g h o u t the  car.

W hat's in the fu tu re  for the car?

The m u seu m  w ould like to gain ad d i
tional h isto rical inform ation  on the  car, 
especially d u ring  its  midlife and  then  
determ ine a n  app rop ria te  e ra  to resto re  
the ca r to. While it w as delivered a s  a full 
coach, it m ay be m ost feasible to  resto re  
an d  in te rp re t it a s  an  EJ& S com bine.

W hat is now know n ab o u t E a s t Jo rd a n  
& S o u th e rn  #2:
B uilt

Novem ber 1864, Osgood B radley Co.,
W orcester, M ass.
H istory

Built a s  G rand  T ru n k  Railway #112 
(1st)

R enum bered  in  Novem ber 1885, and  
rebu ilt a t th e  Chicago & G rand  T ru n k  
Railway, G ratio t S hops (Port H uron. 
Mich.) in  1889 for th e  G rand  T ru n k  Rail 
way. M ichigan Division.

T here a re  strong  ind ica tions th a t th e  
ca r w as sold by F. M. H icks (Chicago 
H eights, Ill.) in May 1902 to  E ast Jo rd a n  
& S o u th e rn  Railroad. Sold a s  full coach, 
length  45 feet, wood body and  
underfram e, wood p lated  4-w heel trucks.

R ebuilt to com bination  ca r by EJ&S, 
da te  unknow n.

A cquired by the M id-C ontinent Railway 
M useum  in 1963.

S tored  indoors, aw aiting  resto ra tion .

0 F oundation
A prim ary  pu rpose  of th e  M id-Conti

n en t M useum  F oundation  is to bu ild  an  
endow m ent to help  su p p o rt long-term  
renovation  an d  cap ita l im provem ents.
T his is an  im portan t step  in  a ssu rin g  the 
m u seu m ’s vitality in the  2 1 s t cen tury . 
W ith yo u r suppo rt, th e  F oundation  will be 
able to m ake  m any con trib u tio n s to the 
grow th of the m u seu m  an d  its  services.

For m em bers, th e  F oundation  offers a  
convenient w ay to estab lish  a  p lanned  
giving program . U sually, th e  gift is a  
b eq u est in  the donor's  will; however, 
o th e r op tions are  available, an d  you r 
a tto rney  w ould have suggestions.

If you  have questions, m ail them  to the 
F oundation  a t  F irs ta r  B ank  W isconsin. 
P.O. Box 7731, M adison, Wis. 53 7 0 7 
7900. A vo lun teer will call you: the  F oun 
dation  does no t have an  office o r staff.

January 1 9 9 7  /  15



 Scheduled

February 11 B oard m eeting, 9  a.m .
8 S uperin tenden t's  m eeting, 4 p.m. 12 School trips.
9 Board m eeting. 9 a.m . also  May 16. 20-23
14- Snow Train, w ith passen g er, 24 Daily operation  begins.
16 first class, and  d in n e r tra ins. 25

26
M em bers picnic, a fter las t tra in . 
Memorial Day.

8
March
Planning re trea t

31 Civil W ar C am p, also  J u n e  1.

9 Board m eeting. 9 a.m .
14

J u n e
S u p erin ten d en t's  m eeting, 4  p.m.

April 15 B oard m eeting. 9 a.m .
12
13

S uperin tenden t's  m eeting, 4  p.m . 
Board m eeting, 9 a.m .

21 Hobo gathering , also J u n e  22.

18- Midwest P reservation  G athering . M eetings a re  a t th e  office bu ild ing
20 St. Paul. Info: 414-820-0218 . u n less  an n o u n ced  otherw ise. Call
2 6 
27

Spring Fling
and  Spring B anquet.

May

60 8 /5 2 2 -4 2 6 1  for inform ation.

Cover. Phil H astings' pho to  show s 
Snow  T rain, 1976, a t M id-C ontinent.

2-3 Sum m er Begins in B araboo. C abooses have been  gone from m ost
10 Safety tra in ing  c lass, also  May 11. m ain  lines since ab o u t 1989.


